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Instructor:   Jing Wang Office Hours: 
 Bonner Hall 2218 Fridays, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
  534-5597 

jw800@ucsd.edu 
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/94763577020 

   
 
Instructor Assistant: Qiyu Chen Office Hours: 

qic050@ucsd.edu Thursdays, 5:00 – 6:00 PM 
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/96309423746 
 
Anna Hakimi Office Hours: 
ahakimi@ucsd.edu Mondays, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/94637255566  

  
 
 
 
    
Class Meetings: Tuesday & Thursday, 03:30 PM to 04:50 PM, Remote or PCYNH 122 
 https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/98461926258 
 
Sections: Begin in the SECOND week of class 
 
Web Site: Canvas, with your UCSD e-mail username and password 
 
Midterm Exams: January 25 and February 22 (in class) 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday March 15, 3:00 – 6:00 PM, Location TBA 

mailto:jw800@ucsd.edu
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/94763577020
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ucsd.zoom.us_j_96309423746&d=DwMFaQ&c=-35OiAkTchMrZOngvJPOeA&r=y4G40EwZdzGzNXmdpnpVdw&m=PEPDffd02g4WD3wpvmxmgoawxCNXDXj7_E0_UlYM8A47VLaRWf_ZkZ9wFJKKsE85&s=DtUY77SdAhnx5TjqbRKpEOzhOr5o8sDLaLmeOy2tP_8&e=
mailto:ahakimi@ucsd.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ucsd.zoom.us_j_94637255566&d=DwMFaQ&c=-35OiAkTchMrZOngvJPOeA&r=y4G40EwZdzGzNXmdpnpVdw&m=bUm-4KQ3Rj0fO-skYzSTgpdlDQJYwFWTHax7LjY1DwryhtM6hCKKDRGcfzTiSlvM&s=OwmQamVRlkBNwYdAkWI9IszLVXv7z8fvE05ROdY7dqc&e=
https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/98461926258
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Textbooks: Required:  Purves, D., et al., Neuroscience, 6th Edition.  Sinauer, 2018 (Available 
at Course Reserves). 

 
 
Prerequisites:   BIPN 100 (Human Physiology I) or BIPN 140 (Cellular Neurobiology). 
 
Sections: Sections are required.  IAs will record attendance. They provide a forum for 

students to ask detailed questions, have in-depth discussions, and discuss problem 
sets.  The precise format will be determined by the IAs.  Participation in sections 
will be used to determine grades of students who are on the borderline between 
two class grades.  Section participation will also make students eligible for an 
“A+” grade (without participation, the maximum grade is an “A”).  For these 
purposes, participation is defined as active participation in discussions, not just 
attendance. Sections begin in the SECOND week of class. 

 
 Section Date Time  Room IA 
 A01 Mon 10:00-10:50 AM Remote/CENTER 207 Anna Hakimi 
 A02 Mon 11:00-11:50 AM   Remote/CENTER 207 Qiyu Chen 
 A03 Thu 7:00-7:50 PM Remote/WLH 2206 Qiyu Chen 
 
Grading Policy: There will be 2 Midterm  and 1 Final exams, with each accounting for 25% of the 

course grade.  Final exam will be inclusive of all materials.  Exams will consist of 
short essay questions.  In order for students to gauge their progress, 4 Homework 
assignments will be given during the quarter as indicated in the class schedule.  
Homework assignments will be graded, with each accounting for 6.25% of the 
course grade.  Homework provides a means for students to check their 
understanding of the material throughout the course.  Section participation will 
be used to boost grades of students who are on the line between two class grades 
(e.g., a student who just missed an “A” but who regularly participated in sections 
will be boosted to an “A” grade).  For these purposes, participation is defined as 
active participation in discussions, not just attendance.  Section participation will 
also make students eligible for an “A+” grade (without participation, the maximum 
grade is an “A”). Final letter grades may be curved, but the performance of the 
entire class will be considered.  
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How to succeed Lectures.  Lectures will cover more or less material than the textbook chapters.  
Therefore, lecture attendance (or access to really good notes) is absolutely 
essential.  You will not do well in this course if you stay home and read the 
textbook.  Asynchronous attendance requires prior approval by Dr. Wang.   
Required readings.  You can save yourself a tremendous amount of work if you 
read the required chapter(s) before attending lecture.  This lets you be actively 
engaged and think about the material during lecture, rather than waiting until just 
before the exam.  This is a much more efficient way to learn!   
Problem Sets.  The purpose is (1) to help you think in detail about important 
concepts, and (2) to let you gauge your grasp of the material well before the 
exams.  You will get MUCH more out of the class if you take the problem sets 
seriously.   
 

 
Difficulty This is a difficult course that requires a high level of commitment to succeed. 
of Course: You will be expected to know a large number of basic facts, and will be 

required to synthesize these facts to form abstract concepts about brain 
function.  You will not do well if you simply memorize the facts presented in 
the textbook or lecture. 

 
Supplemental Several cool topics that we don’t have time to cover in class are introduced 
Readings: in supplemental readings which will be available on the course web site. Exams 

may have bonus questions related to the supplemental readings.  
 
 
Regrades: Requests for exam regrades must be made in writing to the instructor or to the IA 

within one week after the exam is returned.  On a separate sheet of paper, please 
explain concisely why you deserve more credit.  We cannot honor verbal requests 
for regrades.  Only exams written in non-erasable pen will be eligible for regrades.   

 
Cheating: Cheating will not be tolerated.  If you obtain or provide information in an exam or 

submit an altered exam for regrading, you will be given an F in the course and 
reported to the dean of your college.  Exams will be closed-book and closed-notes.  
Please note that graded exams are routinely photocopied for comparison with 
submitted regrades.   

 
Missed exams: The only valid excuse for missing an exam is a medical reason or family 

emergency.  Appropriate documentation is required.  Make-up exams will be 
conducted orally at a time arranged with the instructor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


