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Very Short Paper: Stage I 

Go find some interesting data. Best would be to collect your own or run an experiment, but data you 

download from the internet are acceptable too. 

Your data should include at least 40 observations of values for at least two variables in a cross-section or 

a panel (N>=40). Do not use time series data (i.e., X may not be calendar time). The more observations 

the better. 

Report a table of means, which includes for each variable to be used in the analysis, the mean, standard 

deviation, number of observations, minimum and maximum value. If sampling weights are to be used in 

analysis, report the weighted means and standard deviations as well. At the bottom of the table you 

should document the source, including enough information to make replication of your table possible. 

The very short paper will be graded mostly on econometric method, with no grades deducted for even 

the most ludicrous economic analysis, so feel free to have fun. On the other hand, you will spend many 

intimate hours with this project, so you may as well design something interesting for yourself. 

The table of means is due by email on Thursday January 21, at midnight PST. 

Unsure about your choice of dataset? Send me an email and ask, or come to OH, Wed 4pm on zoom. 

You can get a jump on this assignment by emailing it to me early: elib@ucsd.edu.  

. 

Note: This example includes the 
number of observations in the note. 
The min and max are often 
excluded in the published version of 
a paper due to space constraints.  
 
Your first draft should include the 
number of observations, min, and 
max, for each variable. 
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