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The University of California – San Diego: Department of Political Science 
 

The EU and the Brexit Crisis (138D) 
 
 

 
 
 

Instructor Dr Graham Timmins 
E-Mail  g.timmins@bham.ac.uk  
Meetings Tuesdays and Thursdays 12.30-1.50 
Location  Online 
 
Copyright Statement 
 

My lectures and all course materials are protected by U.S. copyright law and by University policy and 
I am the exclusive owner of the copyright in those materials I create. You may take notes and make 
copies of course materials for your own use, and you may also share those materials with another 
student who is enrolled in or auditing this course. Any reproduction, distribution or display of my 
lectures or course materials beyond these purposes requires my written approval.      
 
Introduction 
 

The United Kingdom has often been viewed as the ‘awkward European’ since the commencement of 
the European integration process at the end of WW2 in 1945 and following the UK’s entry in 1973 
into what was then the European Economic Community (EEC). The end of the Cold War in 1989 and 
the ‘Maastricht’ Treaty on Political Union in 1991 exacerbated tensions in the UK’s relationship to the 
European integration process, tensions which were to culminate in the 2016 referendum decision to 
leave the European Union. Upon successful completion of this course, you will have: 
 

• an overview of the historical context of the United Kingdom’s policy relationship to the 
European integration process;   

• an understanding of the political issues and debates surrounding the 2016 EU membership 
referendum;    

• an understanding of post-referendum political issues and debates leading to the UK’s exit 
from the EU in 2020;   

• a critical appreciation of the debates surrounding the consequences of Brexit for the UK, the 
EU, and the future of British-European relations. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.sky.com%2Fstory%2Ftheresa-may-says-95-of-brexit-deal-is-done-so-what-has-been-agreed-11532342&psig=AOvVaw2TnUr4qIoxkPgY0RDABZ6W&ust=1584034883369000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMiCs_b7kugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAq
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• A critical appreciation of the wider international and global significance of Brexit. 
 
General Learning Resources 
 

There is an extensive body of academic and journalistic literature which provides an excellent 
historical overview on British-European relations. I will provide the recommended reading for each 
class. You may in addition wish to make use of the following publications as they provide a useful 
general overview:  
 

• A Short History of Brexit: From Brentry to Backstop, Kevin O’Rourke, London: Pelican Books, 
2019. 

• A History of Britain: 1945 to Brexit, Jeremy Black, Indiana: University Press, 2018. 

• The Unfinished History of European Integration, Wim van Meurs et al, Amsterdam: University 
Press, 2018.   

• The European Union in Crisis, Desmond Dinan et al (eds.), London: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2017. 

• This Blessed Plot: Britain and Europe from Churchill to Blair, Hugo Young, London: Macmillan, 
1998.    

• All Out War: The Full Story of Brexit, Tim Shipman, London: William Collins, 2017. 

• Fall Out: A Year of Political Mayhem, Tim Shipman, London: William Collins, 2018.  

• Brexit: Why Britain voted to leave the European Union, Matthew Goodwin, Paul Whiteley 
and Harold D. Clarke, Cambridge University Press, 2017.  

• Brexit and Beyond: Rethinking the Futures of Europe, Benjamin Martill and Uta Staiger (eds.), 
London: UCL Press, 2018. 

• Europe’s Brexit: EU Perspectives on Britain’s Vote to Leave, Tim Oliver, London: Agenda, 
2018. 

• The EU after Brexit: Institutional and Policy Implications, Francis B. Jacobs, London: Palgrave, 
2018. 

• Brexit: Sociological Responses, William Outhwaite (ed.), London: Anthem Press, 2017.  

• Routledge Handbook of the Politics of Brexit, Patrick Diamond et al (eds.), London: 
Routledge, 2018.  

• Brexit and Beyond: Rethinking the Futures of Europe, Benjamin Martill and Uta Staiger (eds.), 
London: UCL Press, 2018. 

 
Academic Journals 
 

You are strongly recommended to maintain an overview of the most recent research on the Brexit 
process, and the easiest way is by following the most recent editions of the following academic 
journals.  
 

• Journal of Common Market Studies 

• West European Politics 

• Journal of European Public Policy 

• British Journal of Politics and International Relations 

• Parliamentary Affairs 
 
Course Assessment 
 

The course will be assessed through discussion comments, each comprising approximately 1000 
words. You will be required to submit six comments in total, two from each section of the course. 
The deadlines are: 
 

• Comments 1-2 – Monday 27 April 2020 

• Comments 3-4 – Monday 18 May 2020 

• Comments 5-6 – Monday 8 June 2020 
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Comments will be submitted through Canvas and no extensions will be granted except in exceptional 
circumstances. The five highest marked comments will each contribute 20% to your grade with the 
sixth i.e. lowest mark being discounted. I will using the following marking scheme for course: 
 
A+ 4.0  A 4.0  A- 3.7 
B+ 3.3  B 3.0  B- 2.7 
C+ 2.3  C 2.0  C- 1.7 
D 1.0 
F 0.0   
 
I do not use a grade curve. So if every student deserves A+, that’s what every student will receive. In 
broad terms, this is what I expect to see for each band. 
 
A Excellent in terms of analytical focus, critical engagement and the balance of analysis, the 

range of materials used, and the style of writing and presentation. 
B Good in terms of the above, but not excellent. The difference between good and excellent is 

typically the level of focus and critical reflection i.e. showing a deep awareness and 
understanding of the different sides to a discussion, evidence of reading and appropriate 
use of materials, in particular primary sources, and a well-polished style of academic writing 
with correct use of grammar and punctuation together with full and correct references for 
attributed materials. 

C Generally satisfactory in terms of the above but with some significant weaknesses in either 
some or all areas. 

D Generally poor in terms of the above with some areas not meeting minimum standards. 
F Does not meet minimum standards.             
 
I will talk more about my expectations throughout the course and will be happy to discuss them with 
you if you require clarification or have concerns.   
 
Students with Disabilities 
 

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current 
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities 
(https://osd.ucsd.edu/). Students are required to discuss accommodation arrangements with 
instructors and OSD liaisons in the department well in advance of any exams or assignments. 
The OSD Liaison for the Department of Political Science is Joanna Peralta; please connect with her 
via the Virtual Advising Center as soon as possible. 
 
The Class Schedule   
 

I will release recorded lectures for each session via Zoom, and you should watch these and undertake 
the recommended reading ahead of the interactive seminars which I will host via Zoom. The 
seminars will take place at the scheduled class times.    
 

Date Class Information 
 

Tue 31 Mar Session 1  
Discussion 
 
 

The Brexit Crisis: An Introduction 
Is ‘permanent crisis’ a fair description of the European integration 
process? 

Thu 2 Apr Session 2  
Discussion 
 

Britain: A Post-1945 Political History 
Does the United Kingdom still matter in international and global 
politics?  

https://osd.ucsd.edu/
https://stark.ucsd.edu/students/vac/
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Section 1 British-European Relations in Context    
 

Tue 7 Apr Session 3   
Discussion  
 
 

Britain and the Roots of European Integration 
Was the UK’s decision not to participate in the early discussions 
on European integration a mistake?   

Thu 9 Apr Session 4 
Discussion 
 
 

Britain – The Awkward European  
Was the UK right to join the EEC in 1973 and was the EEC right 
to accept it? 

Tue 14 Apr Session 5  
Discussion 
 
 

The End of the Cold War and Roots of Disunity 
Has the end of the Cold War sown the seeds of European 
disintegration?   

Thu 16 Apr Session 6  
Discussion 
 
 

The Democratic Deficit and Political Legitimacy 
Has European integration undermined democratic control in 
Member States?  

Tue 21 Apr
  

Session 7 
Discussion  
 

The Financial Crash and the Cost of Europe   
How well did the EU deal with the financial crisis after 2008? 

Thu 23 Apr Session 8 
Discussion 
 

The Immigration Crisis and Sovereign Control    
How well did the EU deal with the immigration crisis following 
the outbreak of the Arab Spring? 
 

Section 2 The 2016 UK Referendum on EU Membership 
 

Tue 28 Apr Session 9 
Discussion 
 
 

The Pre-Referendum Debate 
Why does the Conservative party find it so difficult to agree on 
European integration? 

Thu 30 Apr
  

Session 10 
Discussion 
 
 

The 2016 Referendum 
Why did the Remain platform lose the 2016 referendum on EU 
membership?    

Tue 5 May Session 11 
Discussion 
 
 

The Post-Referendum Debate 
What did Theresa May mean when she said ‘Brexit means 
Brexit’? 

Thu 7 May
  

Session 12 
Discussion 
 
 

The 2017 and 2019 General Elections   
Why were the outcomes of the 2017 and 2019 General 
Elections so different?  

Tue 12 May Session 13 
Discussion 
 
 

The UK-EU Political Partnership beyond Brexit  
What kind of relationship should UK have with the EU beyond 
Brexit?     

Thu 14 May Session 14 
Discussion 
 

Implementing the Exit Agreement 
How likely is it that the December 2020 deadline for a post-
Brexit deal will be met?  
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Section 3 The Referendum and Beyond 

 
Tue 19 May Session 15 

Discussion 
 
 

The State of British Politics 
Is the time now right for the United Kingdom to hold a 
constitutional debate?  

Thu 21 May Session 16 
Discussion 
 
 

The Future of the United Kingdom 
How likely now is Scottish independence and what impact 
would it have on the UK?  

Tue 26 May Session 17 
Discussion 
 
 

EU Perspectives on Brexit 
What impact will Brexit have on the Franco-German 
relationship and strategic leadership in the EU?   

Thu 28 May Session 18 
Discussion 
 
 

The Future of Europe Conference     
Has Brexit derailed the European integration process and will 
it undermine the EU?  

Tue 2 Jun Session 19 
Discussion 
 
 

Brexit and the External Context of the EU  
Will Brexit make the EU more or less effective as an external 
policy actor?  

Thu 4 Jun Session 20 
Discussion 
 
 

The Brexit Crisis: Conclusions and Prospects    
How inevitable was the Brexit crisis and what could have been 
done to avoid it? 

 
Expectations and Advice    
 

If you can accept that there are no short cuts to the acquisition of knowledge, you will already be on 
the way to obtaining a good grade for this course. Follow the advice below too. Your grades will 
improve if you do.  
 

• Watch the lecture sessions and listen carefully to which points are being highlighted. 

• Do the recommended reading and think about questions. 

• Think about what you are being told and what you read. Does it make sense and do you 
agree?    

• Remember you are operating in a protected intellectual space, and what is expected is 
robust but courteous academic exchange.  

• Do additional reading when preparing the class comments, including the use of primary 
source materials, and do not leave your work until the last minute. 

• Ensure you provide full and accurate references for all sources of information you use, but 
keep to a minimum. 

• When writing your class comments, concentrate on explaining rather than describing events 
and issues. 

• Although your opinions are of interest, I would prefer to find out what you have learned. 

• Use an academic style of writing. This is an exercise in intellectual discourse and 
communication, and stylistic conventions apply.  

• Spell check your work and do your best to ensure grammatical accuracy. 

• If there is anything that you do not understand about this course, ask me and I will do my 
best to assist.      
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Academic Support 
 

Should you require academic support, please contact me by email and I will respond as soon as 
possible. I am happy too to make time available for individual Skype consultations where there is a 
need. Please remember though I am in the UK and there is a significant time difference. Please also 
keep in mind that I am a visiting lecturer and will not be aware of the specific rules and regulations in 
operation at UCSD. There may therefore be situations where it would be more appropriate to 
contact Natalie Ikker, the Undergraduate Student Affairs Advisor in the Department of Political 
Science. Keep in mind too that I will not always be familiar with academic conventions in the US. You 
will be invited to provide evaluate feedback at the end of the course. However, I would sincerely 
value comments throughout the course if there are aspects of the teaching and learning experience 
you would like to discuss. Please feel free to speak with me before or after class, or contact me by 
email.     
 
End of Document 
 


