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LIGN 8: Languages and Cultures of America (Spring 2011) 
 
Course goals 
§ To understand and appreciate the intrinsic value of diversity of language varieties spoken in the US and 

beyond. 
§ To use linguistics as a tool to engage in informed, critical discussions about language, culture and society. 
§ To address stereotypes about language, and learn how values about language shape language attitudes, 

language practices and our own language identities. 
§ To discuss how sociopolitical issues often masquerade as language/linguistic issues. 
 
Instructor: Prof. Gabriela Caballero (gcaballero@ucsd.edu) 
Meeting time & place: MWF 12:00-12:50pm, Warren Lecture Hall 2005 
Office hours: W 2:30-4:30pm, AP&M 4210 
Course website: accessible via WebCT (http://webct.ucsd.edu/) 
 
Teaching assistants: 
Lucien Carroll (lucien@ling.ucsd.edu)  Office hours: M 11am-12pm, F 1-2pm, AP&M 3351E 
Ryan Lepic (rlepic@ucsd.edu)   Office hours: TTh 10-11am, AP&M 3301   
Page Piccinini (ppiccinini@ling.ucsd.edu)   
 
How to communicate with us: 
§ All public inquiries regarding the course should be posted on the discussion board on WebCT. 

Examples of public inquiries: questions about assignments or other course material. 
The discussion board will be monitored by Lucien for an hour every weekday. 

§ All private inquiries regarding the course should be addressed by e-mail to Ryan. 
Examples of private inquiries: questions about your grade or other personal issues. 

§ Please put “Lign8” and a description of the message’s contents in the subject line of all email. 
§ All communications with us must be courteous and respectful if you expect a response. 
 
Course requirements 

A) Regular attendance and participation 
§ Attendance is required. 
§ Lecture slides will be made available via WebCT (http://webct.ucsd.edu/). 

Slides will only be available after class — please don’t ask for them in advance. 

B) Readings 
§ Course textbook: available at the UCSD Bookstore. 

Finegan, E. & J.R. Rickford (eds). 2004. Language in the USA, Themes for the Twenty-first Century. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

§ Course reader: available at UCSD Bookstore (a copy is on reserve in the library) 
§ Additional readings also available online via Course Reserves (http://reserves.ucsd.edu/). 
§ Do the assigned reading prior to attending the lecture for which the reading was assigned. Lectures will 

generally build on the material in the readings, not simply recapitulate it, and will definitely go beyond that 
material in certain respects. You will be lost if you don’t read! 

§ You will not be reading for all the details and all the facts. You are reading for the arguments, main 
points, issues, and reasoning. That doesn’t mean that you skim, but it does mean that you should learn to 
read without getting bogged down trying to remember details. 

C) WebCT homework assignments (worth 30% of course grade) 
§ One due every other week beginning Week 2. (First assignment is an anonymous survey.) 
§ Generally multiple-choice and true/false questions covering any course material. 
§ Available Weds. 2pm – Mon. 11am (exception: Assignment 3, Monday 4/25 2pm – Friday 4/29 11am). 
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D) In-class midterm exam and cumulative final exam (each worth 20% of course grade) 
§ Midterm: Monday, May 2, 12:00pm-12:50pm, Warren Lecture Hall 2005.  
§ Final: Wednesday, June 8, 11:30am-2:30pm, TBA.  

E) Questions may cover any of the course material. Research project report (worth 25% of course grade) 
§ Project details to be distributed on Friday, April 8. 
§ Three stages: (1) submission of interview results, (2) report outline, (3) final written report. 
§ Due dates: (1) 11am Monday, April 25; (2) 11am Monday, May 9; (3) 11am Friday, June 3. 
§ (1) and (2) to be submitted via WebCT; (3) to be submitted via TurnItIn.com on WebCT. 

F) Linguistics experiment participation (worth 5% of course grade) 
§ You are required to earn credit for participation in an experiment for this class. One credit is equal to up to 

one hour of experiment participation, and you need 2 credits for this requirement. These credits will 
amount to 5% of your final grade (2.5% each). 

§ For sign-up and further details, visit http://experimetrix2.com/ucsd/. Note that you will be required to 
assign credit received to this course. After receiving credit for your participation, you must select Assign 
Credits to Your Courses, and you must do this no later than the Friday before finals week. 

§ Do not wait until the last week to participate, there may not be experiments available! The last day to fulfill 
this requirement is Wednesday June 1st, 2010. Get on it! 

§ We prefer that you sign up for a language-related experiment, but this may not be possible or desirable for 
some reason or another. Participation in any experiment will thus count. 

§ If you are opposed to experiment participation, please contact Page for an alternative. 
 

Grading summary Percentage-to-letter grade system 
100% – 97% A+ 79.9% – 77% C+ 
96.9% – 93.5% A 76.9% – 73.5% C 
93.4% – 90% A- 73.4% – 70% C- 
89.9% – 87% B+ 69.9% – 67% D+ 
86.9% – 83.5% B 66.9% – 63.5% D 
83.4% – 80% B- 63.4% – 60% D- 

Linguistics Experiment Participation ….… 5% 
5 WebCT homework assignments …........ 30% 
Midterm exam ………………………….. 20% 
Research project report...………………... 25% 
Final exam …………………………….....20% 
 
Total (course grade) …………………. 100% 

  59.9% – 0% F 

Non-negotiable policy for make-up or late work: 

• Make-up or late assignments, report, exams are allowed only if you provide documented proof of an emergency 
to Ryan. Please do not make us ask for this documentation — be prepared. 

§ Make-up WebCT assignments will be made available on WebCT only for 24–48 hours after submission of 
documented proof of emergency (at Ryan’s discretion). 

§ A 1% course grade penalty will be assessed for a report handed in within 24 hours after the due date/time, and 
an additional 1% penalty for every 24-hour period thereafter. No late reports accepted after five 24-hour 
periods (that is, after 11am on Wednesday 6/8). 

§ If you are unable to be present at an exam due to an emergency, please inform the instructor and your TA as 
soon as possible. Failure to do so will result in a zero grade for the exam. 

§ A substitute exam will consist of a one-on-one question-and-answer session with the instructor, at a time to be 
negotiated upon receipt of the documented proof of emergency. 
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Course policies and expectations 

§ We should all abide by UCSD’s Principles of Community: http://www.ucsd.edu/explore/about/principles.html 

§ Do the assigned reading prior to attending the lecture for which the reading was assigned. Lectures will 
generally build on the material in the readings, not simply recapitulate it, and will definitely go beyond that 
material in certain respects. You will be lost if you don’t read! 

§ The readings and material made available on WebCT are not substitutes for attending class. Most of it is 
unlikely to make much sense unless you also attend class regularly. 

§ Speak up, ask questions, confirm your understanding — and remember to give others a chance to do the same. 
In principle, each one of you deserves no more and no less than an equal share of time and attention in the 
course. Take advantage of this, but don’t abuse it. 

§ If you have something else to do during class time, we’d all rather you just didn’t come to class. It’s not doing 
you any good to waste your time in the classroom if you’re not paying attention, and it’s distracting to everyone 
else. It’s OK if you occasionally have to arrive late, or to leave early — but when you do, please be sure to do it 
as discretely as possible, without disruption. 

§ As a courtesy to others, no cell phones, pagers, or disruptions of any kind during the class hour! Turn off and 
put away your noisemakers before coming to class. 

§ If you have to miss a class for any reason, don’t expect a run-down of the class you missed from us. Find out 
what happened in class from WebCT or from a classmate, look the material over carefully, and only then come 
to us with any remaining questions you may have. 

§ As a general rule, we will not answer questions about a particular item of course material (a reading, a lecture, 
and assignment, an exam…) if more than one week has passed since the material was due or took place. The 
time to ask about an item (or to contest a grade) is immediately. 

§ Please be courteous when communicating with us, in person or otherwise. We’re happy to take time to try to 
help you with anything related to the course, but only if you are polite with your requests for that time. 
Likewise, please be courteous when communicating with each other, whether it be in class, on the WebCT 
discussion board, or otherwise. Each of us deserves basic respect.  

§ Many issues that we will address in this course may seem controversial to you, or difficult for you to reconcile 
with experiences and ideas of your own. You are more than welcome to question any of the claims made in the 
readings, lectures, and other materials we provide, but if you choose to do so, please be prepared to explain 
the source of your question and to support your opinion. 

§ Any cheating or plagiarism will result in no credit for the assignment or exam in question, and you will be 
referred to your dean for disciplinary action. This is UCSD policy (for details, visit the informative and 
comprehensive website at http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/) and there will be no exceptions. In cases where 
academic dishonesty is confirmed, you will at the very least fail the class. Cheating and plagiarism are serious 
issues; you should learn and follow the rules. We feel very strongly about this issue and will handle all cases of 
academic dishonesty accordingly. 

§ Any ideas or facts you take from somebody else’s work, including websites, must be fully credited. That noted, 
I acknowledge and thank Prof. Eric Bakovic and Prof. Wesley Leonard, whose previous syllabi, assignments, 
and lecture notes for this course aided in the creation of this version of Lign 8. 

§ Maintaining Academic Integrity: Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject 
to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers 
will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting 
plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement posted on 
the Turnitin.com site. 
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Tentative schedule:  
(Subject to change; changes will be announced as far in advance as possible; additional (short) relevant readings 
may be added) 
Week Date Lecture topic To be done by this date/readings 

3/28 Course overview, administrative stuff  1 
3/30, 
4/1 

Prescription vs. description  
Dialects and standards of language, officialness;  

Read the entire syllabus! 
Ensure WebCT access! 
Read Finegan 2008  

2 4/4-8 
 

Linguistic analysis 1: sounds and sound patterns 
Linguistic analysis 2: words and rules 
Multilingual America 
 

Assignment 1 due Monday April 4 
Read Pinker 1994  
Read Pinker 1999  
Read Textbook Chapter 14 
Project details distributed Friday April 8 

3 4/11-
15 
 

Language diversity 1: the World 
Language diversity 2: the Americas 
Language diversity 3: the US/California 

Read Nettle & Romaine 2000 
Read Silver & Miller 1997  
Read Hinton 1994  

4/18 Language diversity 4: Kumeyaay 
Guest lecture: Prof. Stanley Rodriguez 

Assignment 2 due Monday April 18 

4/20 Language endangerment 1: causes and 
consequences 

Read Romaine 2007 
 

4 

4/22 Film: The Linguists Read Crawford 1995 
5 4/25 

4/27-
29 

Language endangerment 2: plans of action 
Spanish in the US: Spanish varieties in the US 
Language mixing: Spanglish 

Interview results due Monday April 25 
Read Ladefoged 1992 (2 pages) 
Read Dorian 1993 (4 pages) 
Read Textbook Chapter 10 
Read Lipski 2008  
Assignment 3 due Friday April 29 

5/2 — In-class midterm exam —  6 
5/4 
5/6 

Heritage languages and language attrition 
New Language Varieties 

Read Textbook Chapter 13 
Read Textbook Chapter 12 

5/9 American English 1: dialect variation  Project Report outline due M May 9 
Read Textbook Chapter 3 

5/11 Film: American Tongues Read Textbook Chapter 4 

7 

5/13 American English 2: the history of English Read Textbook Chapter 1 
8 5/16 Language, gender & sexuality 

Guest lecture: Prof. Wes Leonard 
Assignment 4 due Monday May 16 
Read Textbook Chapter 22 

 5/18 
5/20 

Spoken Soul 1: African American English 
Spoken Soul 2: The Ebonics controversy  

Read Textbook Chapter 5 
Read Textbook Chapter 16 
Read Rickford & Rickford 2000 Ch. 10 

5/23 
 

Language ideology and language prejudice 
 

Assignment 5 due Monday May 23 
Read Textbook Chapter 15 

5/25 Film: Speaking in tongues Read Textbook Chapter 18 

9 

5/27 Language planning and policy Read Textbook Chapter 17 
5/30 — Memorial Day observance – no class —  
6/1 Language identity and linguistic human rights Read Rickford & Rickford 2000 Ch. 12 

Read Skutnabb-Kangas 2006 

10 

6/3 — Final review session — Final research project report due June 3 
11 6/8 Cumulative final exam: 11:30am-2:30pm 
 


