
POLITICAL SCIENCE 142A:  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY, SUMMER SESSION II  
(AUGUST 3 -- SEPTEMBER 5, 2020) MONDAY/WEDNESDAY 5-7:50PM, ONLINE (ZOOM) 

 

Instructor:  Erik Gartzke (Professor)    Email: egartzke@ucsd.edu       
 
NOTE:  When contacting any instructor, please identify the course (and section if appropriate). 
We are usually teaching more than one course at a time. So, make it clear to us which course! 
 

• Course website [Canvas, need UCSD SSO to access]:  
 

• Lecture 5-7:50PM MW [Zoom, UCSD SSO]:  Link:   
• “Office” hours [Zoom, need UCSD Account]: Tuesday 5-6PM or by appointment.   

     (Use the following link:  ) 
 
 
Teaching Assistant:  Andres Gannon (jagannon@ucsd.edu)   

• Office hours:  Thursday 12-1PM and by appointment.   
  Link:   

 
 
 
Unprecedented circumstances necessitate many changes to this course and my teaching style that 
will no doubt generate mistakes on my part and confusion for all of you. I apologize in advance. 
You deserve the best possible education! The instruction team for POLI142A is going to try to 
ensure you receive all possible assistance to make you erudite and wise beyond your years!    
 
Please be patient with me and I will try to do the same with each of you.  If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact your GTA first. If this does not work or the situation is not satisfactorily 
resolved, please send me an email and I will try to address your concerns as soon as possible.   
 
I have and will be making a number of changes to assignments and grading procedures that I 
hope will at least partially compensate students for a number of disruptions in your normal lives. 
Some appear below. Others will take some more doing or refinements. Again, please have faith in 
me and your GTA. Also read this syllabus carefully, as some of the opportunities available to you 
require decisions on your part. In particular, grading options are different for the time being.   
 
Finally, health (physical, mental, social) is always important, but especially now. I am going to 
work on an honor system more than in the past. If you are not able to complete an assignment on 
time, please let the GTA or me know before the due date. We in turn rely on you to be responsible 
in not taking advantage of our trust. We won’t ask for justifications or notes, etc. Just let us know 
when circumstances prevent you from being the student you wish to be. Don’t suffer in silence. A 
variety of resources on and off campus are available to help you get better, or stay better. I list 
some here in the syllabus. Others are available on the UCSD website.  If you have any questions, 
please ask me or your GTA. We will attempt to assist you or refer you to someone who can. 
 
 



Course Description: 
Foreign policy stands at the nexus of domestic politics and international relations. This course is 
designed to familiarize students with U.S. foreign policy from three basic perspectives:  history, 
politics, and current events. While instruction and materials focus on U.S. foreign policy, the tools 
acquired and the insights developed in the course should be applicable to other countries as well.  
 
Course structure is dictated by the limited duration of instruction and by the three perspectives:  
Lectures will alternate between politics and policy, or focus on the history of U.S. foreign policy.  
A review and debate of current events and issues of foreign policy will be ongoing.  We will carve 
out portions of sessions to discuss evolving issues (China, North Korea, Iran, Russia, Cyber).   
 
Course Requirements: 

• Short Commentaries on Video Documentaries (each week) (10% x 5 = 50% of course 
grade):  Each student in the course will prepare a short commentary of NO MORE THAN 
ONE PAGE, summarizing one or more of the video documentaries listed for the week in 
the “TOPIC/ASSIGMENT” section in the syllabus. Special attention will be given to 
analyzing/criticizing the documentary. I already know what the documentaries are about. 
Tell me what they got wrong, could have done better, etc. or provide some thoughts about 
how they relate to other questions/issues in foreign policy. Focus on the politics/policy in 
each documentary. Are there errors? In what ways is the documentary misleading? What 
have you gleaned from the readings, for example, that could allow you to more critically 
assess the claims presented in the documentary? What policy implications are suggested by 
the documentary? Do you accept these recommendations? Why or why not? 

• Editorial (20% of course grade): Choose one of the discussion questions listed in the 
“TOPIC/ASSIGMENT” section in the syllabus and prepare a short editorial essay (600-
900 words), suitable for publication in a newspaper. Take a stand on the question and 
argue your case. Convince me that you may be right. There is a premium on persuasion. 

• Final Exam (30% of course grade):  Each student will prepare an essay of NO MORE 
THAN TWO PAGES, based on a choice of questions. This is a “take home” exam. The 
questions will be given out a week prior. The exam is due at the time/day of the final exam 
(Friday, September 4 at 9:59PM). A quality essay will integrate all relevant materials from 
the course in preparing a concise but persuasive analytical answer to questions posed. 

• If you are NOT taking this course for a letter grade (i.e., P/NP, etc):  you will NOT BE 
REQUIRED TO SUBMIT the Editorial or the Final Exam, just the commentaries.  
P/NP evaluation depends only on the five short commentaries. This option is suggested.  

 
 
Note:  Student name, number, contact information, course and page numbers are required on all 
assignments. All assignments are to be double spaced, with standard formatting (8.5 x ll paper, 1 
inch margins, etc.) in a readable font (11 or 12 point). Grammar and spelling are not graded per se, 
but legibility is a necessary condition for coherent, persuasive prose. Proofread all of your work!! 
  



Required Readings: 
Two textbooks are required (The textbooks are available at the UCSD bookstore or online):  
  

• Hastedt, Glenn P.  2018.  AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY: PAST, PRESENT, AND 
FUTURE, 11th ed.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield.  (referred to below as “H”) 

• Kaufman, Joyce P.  2017.  A CONCISE HISTORY OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY, 4th ed.  
Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield.  (referred to below as “K”) 

 
Students are also encouraged to familiarize themselves with major periodicals with a focus on 
international relations/foreign policy and follow the international section of major newspapers:  

• Financial Times (http://news.ft.com/world) 
• The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html) 
• Washington Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/world) 
• Foreign Affairs (http://www.foreignaffairs.org) 
• Foreign Policy in Focus (http://www.fpif.org/) 
• The National Interest (http://www.nationalinterest.org) 
• Foreign Policy Association (http://www.fpa.org/) 
• Council on Foreign Relations (http://www.cfr.org/) 

 
 
DATE     TOPIC/ASSIGNMENT  
 
WEEK 1 (August 3, 5):  Studying Foreign Policy/A New Nation (Framing Foreign Policy) 
 Monday August 3:  Introduction/Syllabus/Levels, Methods, and Concepts, H 1; K 1 

(Discussion:  How do we evaluate success in foreign policy decision making?)  
 Wednesday August 5:  Designing a Nation, H 2; K 2 

(Discussion:  Is China’s “nine-dash line” just like the U.S. “Monroe Doctrine”?) 
 

WATCH:  “Bush’s War” [episode I] 
(www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/bushswar/view/)  

 
WEEK 2 (August 10, 12):  Second Image/Empire (Embracing Expansion/Shunning the World) 
 Monday August 10:  Expansion and Empire, H 3, 4; K 3   

(Discussion:  Is the U.S. “exceptional”?  Is there a U.S. style of foreign policy?)  
Wednesday August 12:  Domestic Politics (Institutions/Actors), H 5-7 

(Discussion:  What do Americans “need to know” in foreign policy?  When [if 
ever] does it make sense for U.S. officials to conceal information from the public?)  
 

WATCH:  “Bush’s War” [episode II] 
(www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/bushswar/view/)  

 
WEEK 3 (August 17, 19):  Third Image/A Great Power (Nuclear Weapons/Proliferation) 

Monday August 17:  International Politics (Power), H 8, 9  
(Discussion:  Should the United States obtain “low yield” nuclear weapons?) 

Wednesday August 19:  Capitalist Cold Warrior, K 4, 5 
(Discussion:  When should the United States intervene in foreign crises?) 



 
WATCH:  “Obama at War” (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/obama-at-
war/) and/or “The Rise of Isis” (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/rise-of-
isis/) and/or “Once Upon a Time in Iraq” 
(https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/once-upon-a-time-in-iraq/) 

 
WEEK 4 (August 24, 26):  First Image/It's a New World Order (Globalization) 

Monday August 24:  Economics and Intervention, H 10, 11 
(Discussion:  Should the United States continue to favor free trade?)  

 Wednesday August 26:  Structure, Strife, and Stability, H 12, 13; K 6, 7 
(Discussion: Was the Iran nuclear weapons deal (JCPOA) a good or bad bargain?) 
 

WATCH:  “Putin's Revenge” (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/putins-
revenge/) and/or “North Korea's Deadly Dictator” 
(https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/north-koreas-deadly-dictator/) and/or 
“Bitter Rivals: Iran and Saudi Arabia”  
(https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/bitter-rivals-iran-and-saudi-arabia/) 

 
WEEK 5 (August 31, September 2):  Hegemony & After (War on Terror, Nation Building, BRICs) 
 Monday August 31:  Catch-up day, possible guest lecture, 
  (Discussion:  Should the United States withdraw forces from Germany?) 

Wednesday September 2:  Democracy and Terror, H 14; K 8 
(Discussion:  How should the United States respond to China’s growing power?) 
 

WATCH:  “China Undercover” (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/china-
undercover/), and/or “Battle for Hong Kong” 
(https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/battle-for-hong-kong/) and/or “Trump's 
Trade War” (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/trumps-trade-war/) 

 
 

Friday September 4:  *** FINAL EXAM ESSAY due at 9:59PM (Submit on Canvas) *** 
 
 
  



Intellectual Property 
 
My lectures and course materials, including syllabi, PowerPoint/Keynote presentations (whether 
“live” or recorded), tests, quizzes, outlines, and similar materials, are protected by U.S. copyright 
law and by University policy. I am the exclusive owner of the copyright in any of these materials I 
create. You may take notes and make copies of course materials for your own use. You may also 
share those materials with another student who is enrolled in or auditing this course, provided that 
this does not violate the academic integrity policy of the University or this course. 
 
You may not reproduce, distribute or display (post/upload) lecture notes or recordings or course 
materials in any other way — whether or not a fee is charged — without my express prior written 
consent. You also may not allow others to do so. 
 
If you do so, you may be subject to student conduct proceedings under the UC San Diego Student 
Code of Conduct. 
 
Similarly, you own the copyright in your original papers and exam essays. If I am interested 
in posting your answers or papers on the course web site, I will ask for your written permission. 
 
 
Additional information/resources 
 
Academic Integrity: Submitting any assignment in this course implies that you agree to UCSD’s 
policies as listed in the Principles of Community and the Student Code of Conduct. Academic 
misconduct includes (but is not limited to): using another person’s words as your own, asking 
someone else to write any part of an assignment you submit as your own, failing to cite material 
from another source, editing/rephrasing someone else’s words as your own. 
 
The Policy on Integrity of Scholarship lists some of the standards by which you are expected to 
complete assignments in this course. Students needing assistance may consult with the instructor 
or the teaching assistants. You are encouraged to use authorized UCSD writing resources, such as 
the Writing Hub. No other person or resource may be used to assist you in writing any assignment 
without express permission from the instructor. Exceptions will be made for a disability or other 
personal need. Please consult with the instructor if you are unclear about this policy or believe you 
need the assistance of other persons or online resources. You may not use a tutor. You may not 
consult or collaborate with other students for writing assignments. You may not refer to online 
grammar or translation sources such as Google Translate or Grammarly (grammar is not graded). 
 
Student Standards: 

• Plagiarism/Cheating:  You are encouraged to study and learn together. All assignments 
submitted for a grade must be the sole product of the person submitting the work. Tests or 
assignments that are suspected of containing materials that are not the student’s work or 
not properly referenced/cited will be referred to the academic integrity office. If you have 
any questions about what constitutes a violation of academic integrity, please refer to the 
University’s guidelines (Excel with integrity) and consult with your TA or myself. 



• Disabilities/life issues:  It is your responsibility to apprise your TA or myself of factors 
that may interfere with your performance in class well in advance of scheduled due dates 
for assignments. Appropriate measures will be taken in accordance with UCSD policies. 

• Grading/appeals:  All attempts to discuss grading decisions must be made in writing.  
 
Students with Disabilities 
Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current 
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities 
(https://osd.ucsd.edu/). Students are required to discuss accommodation arrangements with 
instructors and OSD liaisons in the department well in advance of any exams or assignments. 
The OSD Liaison for the Department of Political Science is Joanna Peralta; please connect with 
her via the Virtual Advising Center as soon as possible. 
 
Academic Advising 
Students who have questions pertaining to Political Science academic advising are asked to reach 
out the Department's Undergraduate Advisor, Natalie Ikker, who can be reached via the Virtual 
Advising Center. Academic advising questions include (but not limited to): add/drop deadlines, 
course enrollment policies, planning major and minor requirements, quarter-by-quarter plans, 
department petitions and paperwork, and referrals to campus and student support services. 
 
 
Inclusive Classroom Statement 
The TA(s) and I are fully committed to creating a learning environment that supports diversity of 
thought, perspectives, experiences, and identities. We urge each of you to contribute your unique 
perspectives to discussions of course questions, themes, and materials so that we can learn from 
them, and from each other. If you should ever feel excluded, or unable to fully participate in class 
for any reason, please let me know, or you may also submit anonymous written feedback to the 
Department of Political Science's Undergraduate Advisor, Natalie Ikker,  Natalie will bring these 
anonymous comments to my attention. Additional resources to support equity, diversity, and 
inclusion in our classroom, and beyond, may be found here:  Office of Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion:  858.822.3542 | diversity@ucsd.edu | https://diversity.ucsd.edu/ 
https://students.ucsd.edu/student-life/diversity/index.html 
https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/governance/policies/4400.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 




