
UCSD Poli 10 (976961)
Introduction to Political Science: American Politics

Term: Summer II 2019

Room: SEQUO 148

Units: 3

Meeting: MW, 11a-1:50p

Webpage: http://isabelgotti.com/ucsd/summer-2019-ucsd-intro-american

Webpage Password: thebeautiful

Instructor: Isabel Ro Gotti (she/her/hers)

email: igotti@ucsd.edu

Office: Art of Espresso Coffee Cart by Mandeville Theatre

Office Hours: MW 10-11, and by appointment

Teaching Assistant: Raduan Meira (he/him/his)

Email: rmeira@ucsd.edu

Office: CILAS building

Office Hours: Monday 2pm-4pm

0. Course Description.

i. General: This course aims at providing an overview of the political system in the United
States with a focus on how political scientists understand the role institutions play in affecting
the behaviors of political actors within. Subjects of study include constitutional design,
public opinion, voting behavior, congressional politics, parties, Supreme Court politics, and
substantive issues including race, economic inequality, and immigration.

ii. Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Apply the basic concepts, principles, and terms common to meaningful political inquiry
to the study of American government

2. Describe the political philosophies of the framers of the Constitution and the nature
and the operation of United States political institutions (national, state, local) and
processes under that Constitution as amended and interpreted.

3. Explain the basis for American federalism.

4. Locate the Constitution of the State of California within the framework of evolution
of Federal-State relations and appraise the nature and processes of State and local
government under the Constitution.

5. Weigh the obligations and responsibilities of American citizenship, including the duty
of participating at the national, State, and local levels.

6. Describe the role of major ethnic and social groups in significant events in the history
of the United States including the nature of and efforts to achieve civil rights.

7. Apply different analytical models to describe the various structures, functions, and
policymaking activities of the American political system at the federal, state, and local
levels.

8. Compare and contrast American political ideals and constitutional principles, both
stated and actual.

9. Identify and analyze major issues faced by the American political system at all levels,
including contemporary relationships of State and local government with the federal
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government; the resolution of conflicts and the establishment of cooperative processes
under the constitutions of both the State and the nation; and the political processes
involved.

1. Class Policies.

i. General: Success in this class is highly dependent upon your preparedness and participation
in discussion. This class is reading intensive. You are expected to have the material read
and the assignments completed by the day marked in the schedule below. You
must come to class prepared with the reading assignment for the day and whatever is due
that day. Email is the best way to contact your instructor. Appointments with the instructor
must be made in advance through email.

ii. Late work, Make-ups, Retakes: Late work is not accepted. Make-ups are not provided.
Retakes are not possible.

Exception: If you contact the instructor 48 hours before the class the day an
assignment is due and you receive written confirmation by the instructor within
24 hours with an agreed upon date and time, then a make-up or an extension is
possible. Note that this is only guaranteed if cleared by the instructor. Special
emergencies such as tragedies, plagues, disasters, and will of course be accommo-
dated.

iii. Accessibility Statement: Students with disabilities needing accommodation may make
requests to the Office for Students with Disabilities. The office is located in University
Center 202, may be called at 858.534.4382, and may be emailed at osd@ucsd.edu. Their
website is located at http://disabilities.ucsd.edu.

iv. Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is a form of cheating or fraud; it occurs when a student
misrepresents the work of another as his or her own. Plagiarism may consist of using the ideas,
sentences, paragraphs, or the whole text of another without appropriate acknowledgment, but
it also includes employing or allowing another person to write or substantially alter work that
a student then submits as his or her own. Any assignment found to be plagiarized will be given
an “F” grade. Violations of the student code of conduct are reported to and processed by the
Academic Integrity Office. You may contact this office at http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu,
858.822.2163, or at 301 University Center. The current policy on sanctioning guidelines can
be found at https://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/ files/Sanctioning-Guidelines.pdf.

v. Hostile Environment Policy: No form of hate nor discrimination shall be tolerated by
any means. No speech nor act that is blatantly or implicitly discriminatory against another
person because of race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy,
childbirth, and related medical conditions), disability (physical or mental), age, genetic infor-
mation, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, AIDS/HIV
status, medical condition, political activities or affiliations, military or veteran status, status
as a victim of domestic violence, assault, or stalking shall be tolerated. Please be mindful,
respectful of, and open to others’ perspectives and circumstances.

vi. Pronouns and Gender Neutral Writing: A “gender pronoun” is the pronoun that a
person chooses to use for themself. For example: If Simona’s pronouns are she, her, and
hers, you could say “Simona ate her food because she was hungry.” You can’t always know
what someone’s pronouns are by looking at them. Asking and correctly using someone’s
pronouns is one of the most basic ways to show your respect for their gender. Commonly
used pronouns are she, her, hers and he, him, his, but there are also lots of gender-neutral
pronouns such as they, them, theirs. Some people prefer just to be referred to by their name,
and don’t use pronouns at all. When someone is referred to with the wrong pronoun it can
make them feel disrespected, alienated, dysphoric, and/or invalidated. It is a privilege if you
have never had to worry about which pronoun someone is going to use for you based on how
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they perceive your gender. If you are privileged in this way, but do not respect someone
else’s gender identity, you would not only be disrespecting them, your behavior would also
be oppressive. For these reasons I ask students to share with me what their pronouns are so
that I and your fellow students can address you correctly. My aim is to create an inclusive
learning environment for all my students, and correct pronoun use is an important part of
creating an inclusive space for gender non-conforming and trans students. Feel free at any
time to let me know if your pronouns change or if you wish to be called a different name
than the one that appears on official documents like class rosters. For your writing, using
gender-neutral language should be standard practice. Gender-neutral writing is the accepted
practice recommended by the American Political Science Association (APSA). See the APSA
Style Manual at https://connect.apsanet.org/stylemanual/

vii. List of Student Resources: While I strive to be as inclusive as possible, sometimes it is
not appropriate nor we do feel comfortable sharing with those who have some degree of power
over us. Sometimes we need additional support from people who are better equipped to un-
derstand and help with our circumstances. I have collected a series of resources for UCSD
students including (but not limited to) Black Resource Center, Counseling and Psychological
Services, Intertribal Resource Center, LGBT Resource Center, Triton Food Pantry, Undocu-
mented Student Services Center, Women’s Center, and so on. If you know of a support center
offered by UCSD that is not on my list and you think it should be, please let me know and
I will be sure to add it. You may find the list here: http://isabelgotti.com/academy#/ucsd-
student-resources/

viii. Technology Policy: Cellphones and other personal communication devices are prohibited
during class. Exceptions may be made in advance if a student is caring for a child or other
family member. Laptops are acceptable for the limited purpose of note-taking and reference
to class material. If you are going to spend your time Tumbling, Tweeting, Redditing, and
Facebooking, please do so elsewhere, or if you can’t resist, do so in the back of the room so as
not to distract other students. Please be respectful of your peers’ right to learn. Technology
is not necessary for this class.

ix. Instructor’s Rights: Students should be aware that it is the instructor’s responsibility
to ensure that classroom setting is conducive to learning at all times. Disruptive behavior
includes behavior which interferes with the legitimate instructional, administrative, or service
functions of the college. Therefore, should a student disrupt class through cellphone use,
texting, viewing non-relevant websites on laptop computers, or other behavior that is not
conducive to an academic environment, it is the instructor’s right to take disciplinary action.
According to the college catalog an instructor has the right to remove a student from class
at any time he/she considers a student’s actions to be interfering with a proper collegiate
environment.

x. Important Dates: Drop deadline is Aug 16. Withdraw deadline is Aug 24.

2. Required Reading.

The text is available at the UCSD bookstore.

i. The Logic of American Politics: Eighth Edition, ed. Samuel Kernell, Gary C. Jacobson,
Thad Kousser, and Lynn Vavreck, Sage Publishing: 2018.

ii. Supplemental reading will be posted at http://isabelgotti.com/ucsd/summer-2019-ucsd-intro-
american. Password: thebeautiful.

3. Assignments.

i. Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. You may miss one (1) class without penalty.
All other absences must be approved by the instructor in writing prior to the day of the class
during which one will be absent. Emergencies, given ample evidence, will be admitted.
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ii. Throughout the course, various participation opportunities will be provided.

iii. There will be a number of quizzes provided throughout the semester. Given the tightness
of our schedule, expect roughly one (1) quiz per day. These will cover any material covered
from the time of the last quiz to the current quiz. You will need an 815-e scantron for
these quizzes.

iv. There will be a Midterm Exam in class on August 21. You will need an 882-e scantron
and a green or blue book.

v. There will be a non-comprehensive Final Exam in class on September 6, covering the

material from the midterm to the exam date. You will need an 882-e scantron and a green

or blue book.

4. Weights.

i. Attendance: 5%.

ii. Participation: 20%.

iii. Quizzes: 20%.

iv. Midterm Exam: 25%.

vi. Final Exam: 30%

Course Schedule

(lap) refers to the course textbook: Logic of American Politics.
Other course readings are found on the course website.
Please have the readings done by the day indicated on the schedule below. This schedule is
subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
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