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History of Native Americans in the United States 
Pre-Contact to 1840 

ETHN 112A/HIST 108AðSummer 2019 
 

Professor: Heather Ponchetti Daly  

Email: hmdaly@ucsd.edu 

Class: Tues/Thurs: 11:00 am-1:50 pm; Classroom: Center 217A   

Office Hours:  Tuesdays: 2:00 pm ï 3:30 pm or by Appointment 

Office: TBD 

 

Course Description: 
 

This course is designed to help the student become familiar with the history of Native peoples in 

relation to the United States, it surveys the history of Native Americans from pre-contact to 1840.  It 

covers an overview of the major themes, trends, and patterns in Native American history.  It will 

examine Native history before the invasion of Europeans and the interaction, conflict, and 

accommodation generated by the colonial drive of European nations, the U.S., and their citizens 

supplemented by case studies, readings, and films that illustrate key issues and events.  We will cover 

the struggles of Native Americans to retain their power, sovereignty, and autonomy while adapting to 

great changes in the conditions of their livelihoods.  

 

Required Reading: 

 
Colin G. Calloway, First Peoples: A Documentary Survey of American Indian History (Bedford 

Books, 6th Edition, 2019), 768 pages.  We will read only the first half in for this class! 

https://store.macmillanlearning.com/us/?_ga=2.203723280.1430827797.1543246495-

1904114192.1494519063 

 

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoplesô History of the United States (Beacon Press, 2014), 296 

pages. 

 

Additional Readings on TritonEd TBD 

 

Readings for Final Book Review and Analysis: 

 

Ned Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land: Indians and Empires in the Early American West (Harvard 

University Press, 2008), 384 pages. (Electronic Resource Available-UCSD Library) 

 

Andrew Knaut, The Pueblo Revolt of 1680: Conquest and Resistance in Seventeenth-Century New 

Mexico (University of Oklahoma Press, 1997), 272 pages. 

 

Peter C. Mancall, Deadly Medicine Indians and Alcohol in Early America (Cornell University Press, 

1995), 268 pages. (Electronic Resource Available-UCSD Library) 

https://store.macmillanlearning.com/us/?_ga=2.203723280.1430827797.1543246495-1904114192.1494519063
https://store.macmillanlearning.com/us/?_ga=2.203723280.1430827797.1543246495-1904114192.1494519063
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Theda Perdue, Cherokee Women Gender and Culture Change, 1700-1835 (University of Nebraska 

Press, 1998), 252 pages. (Electronic Resource Available-UCSD Library) 

 

Theda Perdue and Michael Green, The Cherokee Nation and the Trail of Tears (Penguin, 2008),  

208 pages. 

 

Daniel K. Richter, Facing East from Indian Country (Harvard University Press, 2003), 336 pages. 

(Electronic Resource Available-UCSD Library) 

 

Timothy Shannon, Iroquois Diplomacy on the Early American Frontier (Penguin, 2009), 272 pages. 
 

Christina Snyder, Slavery in Indian Country: The Changing Face of Captivity in Early America 

(Harvard University Press, 2012), 344 pages.  

 

Richard White, The Middle Ground Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-

1815 (Cambridge University Press, 1991), 562 pages. (Electronic Resource Available-UCSD Library) 

 

[Books are on Reserve at Geisel Library or are in Electronic Format] 

 

CORE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:  

 
Students are expected to attend ALL classes and to keep up with the required readings.  Lectures will 

not replicate the readings.  Assignments will presume that students are familiar with all course 

material.  Your grade will be determined by your performance on four (4) assignments. 

 

Course Requirements    Grade %  Due Date: 

 

Attendance & Participation:   15%   Daily 

Quizzes (In-Class):    15%   Weekly 

Midterm:      30%   July 18, 2019 

Final Book Analysis & Review:   40%   August 2, 2019 

 

ü Attendance and Participation: I expect you to attend all class meetings regularly, on time, and 

to actively participate in class discussions and be prepared for the dayôs work.  The summer 

session has nine (9) class meetings.  Thus, more than two (2) unexcused absences will seriously 

affect your grade.   

Participation means constructively engaging in class discussions.  Participation includes being 

considerate of both your classmates and instructor.  This means arriving on time and staying for 

the duration of the class.  It requires you to be respectful when someone else is speaking.  

Please avoid interrupting or ignoring others who are speaking, and please treat people whose 

opinions differ from yours with the same respect that you would like them to accord you.  We 

will be discussing sensitive and emotionally charged topics, such as race, class, gender, 

colonization, war, religion, and poverty.  We aim to foster an atmosphere in which we all feel 
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free to express our ideas without fear of being judged in an open arena. Therefore, personal 

attacks, ethnic slurs, anti-immigrant, classist, racist, sexist, homophobic remarks, and offensive 

language, written or spoken WILL NOT BE TOLERATED .  Students will be held to the 

university-wide policies established in the UC San Diego Student Conduct Code. 

 

ü Quizzes: There will be three quizzes which covers the weekly readings.  

(Weeks 2, 4, and 5) 

 

ü Midterm: The mid-quarter assessment assignment will cover Weeks 1-3 material.  

(July 18, 2019-IN CLASS) BRING A BLUEBOOK!  

 

ü Final Book Analysis and Review: Choose one (1) book from the assigned list and write a 5 to 

7-page essay on the book of your choice.  Choose your book early, five weeks goes by fast.  

Essays must be typed, use twelve (12)-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins.  

All sources must be cited with footnotes and all research and writing must be your own. If you 

have questions about citing the work of others in your essay, please see me before submitting 

your work. Essays must be submitted via TURNITIN. 

 (Due August 2, 2019) 

 

LATE PAPERS: You will lose one grade for each late day.  For example, an A paper submitted one 

day late will receive an A- while the same paper submitted two days late will receive a B+ and so on. 

       

Your grade will depend on your ability to convey thorough knowledge and accurate information and to 

write clear and well-organized essays that show evidence of careful reading of class materials and 

regular class attendance. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Lecture Topics & Reading Assignments: 

 
Week 1 Read:   First Peoples, Introduction  & Chapter 1 

    An Indigenous Peoples, Introduction & Chapter 1  

 

Tues. July 2:   Introduction 

    Enduring Images: Indians in Art & Film 

 Paleo-Indians/The Development of Farming/ First Encounters and 

Columbian Exchanges 

 North America on the Eve of Colonization/ California on the Eve of 

Colonization 

 

Thurs. July 4:    NO CLASS-JULY 4 th HOLIDAY  
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Week 2 Read:  First Peoples, Chapter 2 

    An Indigenous Peoples, Chapter 2 

    Quiz Week 

 

Tues. July 9: Columbus & Spanish Invasion/ Invasionsé 

France, Great Britain, and Spain 

 Deadly Medicine: Alcohol in the Americas 

    Southeastern Indians Before Removal & Indian Adaptation 

    The Iroquois Confederacy 

 

Thurs. July 11:  Indians and Missionaries 

Jesuit Relations 

Watch:    ñAfter the Mayflowerò 

 

Week 3 Read:  First Peoples, Chapter 3 

    An Indigenous Peoples, Chapter 3 

  

Tues. July 16:   Empires and Indians in the Eighteenth Century 

 

Thurs. July 18:  MIDTERM  

 

Week 4 Read:  First Peoples, Chapter 4 

    An Indigenous Peoples, Chapter 4 

 

Tues. July 23:   The Native American West Before Removal 

    The American Revolution in Indian Country  

 

Thurs. July 25:  United States Indian Policy in the Early Republic 

    The Question of Genocide in Early America 

    Watch: ñTecumsehôs Visionò 

 

Week 5 Read:  First Peoples, Chapter 5 

    An Indigenous Peoples, Chapter 5 

 

Tues. July 30:   Southeastern Indians Before Removal & Indian Adaptation 

The Removal Revolution 

Watch: ñThe Trail of Tearsò 

 

Thurs. Aug 1:   Trail of Tearsé 

    Cupcakes & Conversation 

 

  




