
ANSC 154: Gender and Religion 
 

Winter 2023 
Wednesday 10–12:50, SSB 269 

 
Professor Suzanne Brenner 

Office hours by appointment: sbrenner@ucsd.edu  
 

 
 
 

This course explores the intersections of religion, gender, and sexuality. 
Focusing on modern Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, the course emphasizes the 
careful reading, analysis, and discussion of texts drawn from anthropology and other 
disciplines.  The course broadly addresses such questions as:  How and why are gender 
or sexuality significant in the context of religious beliefs and practices?  Why do 
religious traditions and movements put so much emphasis on defining proper gender 
roles and family formations?  Why do many women willingly participate in conservative 
religious movements that others might see as restricting their freedom or treating 
them as subordinate to men?  How is the personal, subjective experience of gendered 
religious practices linked to the broader social and political contexts in which those 
practices take place? How do non-heterosexual people of faith grapple with 
conservative religious ideologies that reject LGBTQ lifestyles?  How does religion shape 
and intersect with local understandings of masculinity in different cultural settings? 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 

Grading:  Grades will be determined as follows: Class participation (including 
presentations) 35%; first paper 20%; second paper 20%; third paper 25%. There will be no 
midterm or final exam for this class. 

 
Class participation and attendance:  Because this is a seminar-style course, 

there is more emphasis on in-depth reading and class participation than there would 
typically be in a lecture course.  It is important that you come to class having done all of 
the assigned reading carefully and that you be prepared to discuss it.  Class attendance 
is mandatory; if you cannot come to class due to illness or for another legitimate 
reason, please send me an e-mail beforehand (or afterwards if necessary) explaining 
the reason for your absence. Please don’t come to class if you have symptoms of 
illness. 

 
Group presentations:  During the first meeting of the class you will be asked to 

choose one week during the quarter in which you and another student will present an 
introduction to the reading(s) for that week.  The introduction should last about 10 - 12 
minutes.  This introduction should address the following sorts of questions (though 
you are welcome to address other issues as well): 

 
1) What do you see as the most important points or contributions of the 
reading(s) for that week, and why? Please summarize these for the class. 
 
2) What did you like or find thought-provoking about the reading(s)? Please give 
at least two examples in some detail. 
 
3) Do you have any criticisms of the author(s)’ approach or thoughts about 
what the author(s) could have done better? Were there any issues that needed 
further exploration or clarification? 
 
4) Do you see any connections between this/these reading(s) and other 
readings that you have done for the course?  
 
You and your partner should also circulate a list of approximately eight 

discussion questions about the reading to the rest of the class (these should be posted 
to Canvas before class).  Following the presentation, the class will break up into groups 
for about 15 - 20 minutes to discuss those questions, then we will all discuss them 
together.  You will be responsible for coordinating the presentation with your partner 
outside of class.  These presentations will count towards your class participation grade.    
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Papers:  You will be asked to write three papers of about 5 - 6 pages (double-
spaced, 12-point font) each.  The first and second paper will each count for 20% of your 
grade and will be based on the course readings.  The first will be due on Feb. 12. The 
second paper will be due on March 5. The third paper will count for 25% of your course 
grade and will be due on March 19. That paper will be based on your independent 
research on a website, podcast or video series, blogs, or social media that is broadly 
relevant to the topic of religion and gender (and/or sexuality). The first two paper 
topics will be posted on the course website at least 2 - 3 weeks before they are due. 
The third paper prompt is available now in Canvas so you can start thinking ahead 
about your project. 

 
Notes on independent research: In order to avoid doing all of the work on your 

final paper at the end of the quarter, you will be asked to turn in several pages of 
informal notes from your independent research project twice during the quarter: on 
Jan. 29 and Feb. 19. The notes will not be graded separately but will count towards the 
grade for your final paper. This requirement will be discussed further in class. 

 
Academic Honesty and Integrity:  In general, you are encouraged to share ideas 

with other students from the class.  However, all of the writing should be your own.  As 
per UCSD policy, no form of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, etc.) will be tolerated.  
Please read the details of this policy at http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-
Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/2. 

 
Readings: You are required to do all of the readings for the course.  All of them 

are available online through Course Reserves (https://reserves.ucsd.edu/ares/) or 
directly using the URL provided in the syllabus.  Note that in order to access most 
online readings from off campus you will need to connect to UCSD’s library through 
the VPN.  If you have any trouble getting access to the readings please contact the 
Reserves Desk at the library for technical help.  If the problem cannot be resolved 
please let me know as soon as possible.  There will be videos shown during class as well 
(titles and dates to be announced); some of these may also be made available online.  

 
The book God’s Daughters, although accessible online, is only available in HTML, 

which I find less comfortable to read than PDF format. Please take a look at it as soon 
as possible – you might want to order a cheap used copy from Amazon or elsewhere 
instead of reading it online. (Please order it right away in case it takes a few weeks to 
arrive.) 

 
Reaching Out and Accommodations:  If you have any concerns or questions 

about the course, please get in touch with me.  If you are experiencing particular 
difficulties that might get in the way of you completing your assignments on time or 
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fulfilling them in other ways, including but not limited to academic, technical, health, or 
personal problems, please reach out to me and I will do what I can to make reasonable 
accommodations.  Please try to make requests for extensions or other 
accommodations as early as possible (e.g., if you require captioning on videos).  
Students who have received accommodations from the Office for Students with 
Disabilities (OSD) should contact me at the beginning of the quarter to make necessary 
arrangements.  If the classroom dynamics are causing any problems for you, please let 
me know that, too.  My hope is that everyone can learn from and enjoy the class 
without it adding too much stress to your life.   

 
If you feel that you need emotional support, I strongly encourage you to contact 

UCSD’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS). Appointments are available to 
all students, including by video or phone (https://caps.ucsd.edu/). Urgent 
appointments and counseling are available for students in crisis 24/7 at 858-534-3755. 
Other UCSD wellness resources are available at 
https://blink.ucsd.edu/sponsor/wellness/index.html. 
Your emotional and physical health are really important, so please take care of yourself 
and reach out to get the support that you need. 
 

 
DISCUSSION TOPICS AND READINGS 

 
–WEEK ONE (January 11) Organizational Meeting and Introduction to the Course 

 
No assigned readings. We will use part of this class to start looking for websites, 
podcasts or video series, or blogs on relevant topics that you can use for your 
independent projects. 
 
 

–WEEK TWO (January 18) Language and Gender Socialization among Orthodox 
American Jews    
 

Ayala Fader, Mitzvah Girls: Bringing Up the Next Generation of Hasidic Jews in 
Brooklyn.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009. 
http://www.ucsd.eblib.com/patron/FullRecord.aspx?p=457787. 
 
NOTE: You can skim chapters 4 and 5. 
 
In-Classs Video: To be announced 
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–WEEK THREE (January 25) Contemporary Islam and Contextual Meanings of the 
Headscarf in Three Societies 
 

Suzanne Brenner, “Reconstructing Self and Society: Javanese Muslim Women 
and ‘the Veil.’”  American Ethnologist, Vol. 23, No. 4 (Nov. 1996). Pp. 673-697. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/646178 
    
John Bowen, “Women’s Autonomy, Islam, and the French State.”  In Caroline 
Brettell and Carolyn Sargent, eds., Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective.  Sixth 
Edition.  Boston: Pearson Education, 2013. Pp. 271 – 277.   
 
Eva F. Nisa, “Creative and Lucrative Da’wa: The Visual Culture of Instagram 
amongst Female Muslim Youth in Indonesia.  Asiascape: Digital Asia 5 (2018).  Pp. 
1-32.  
https://libkey.io/libraries/90/articles/165348937/full-text-file 
 
Faegheh Shirazi, “Iran’s Compulsory Hijab: From Politics and Religious Authority 
to Fashion Shows.” In Almila, A. and Inglis, D., eds., The Routledge International 
Handbook to Veils and Veiling, First edition. London: Routledge, 2017. Pp. 97-115. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315613734 
 
Mahsa Rouhi, “Woman, Life, Freedom in Iran.” Survival: Global Politics and 
Strategy, Vol 64, No. 22 (December 2022): 189-196. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00396338.2022.2150441 
 
In-Class Video: Fashioning Faith (about people who design Islamic fashions) 

 
 
FIRST SET OF NOTES ON YOUR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH IS DUE ON JAN. 29. 
 
 
–WEEK FOUR (February 1)  Islam, Youth, and Social Change in Indonesia 
 

Nancy Smith-Hefner,  Islamizing Intimacies: Youth, Sexuality, and Gender in 
Contemporary Indonesia. Honolulu: University of Hawai’I Press. 2019. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv7r43bt 
 
(Chapters to be announced.)  
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–WEEK FIVE (February 8):  Masculinity in Egypt 
 
Farha Ghannam, Live and Die Like a Man: Gender Dynamics in Urban Egypt. 
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2013. 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780804787918/html#conte
nts 
 
(Chapters to be announced.) 

 
FIRST PAPER IS DUE ON FEBRUARY 12 at 10:59 PM   

 
 
–WEEK SIX (February 15): Gender and Spirituality among Evangelical Women 
 

R. Marie Griffith, God’s Daughters: Evangelical Women and the Power of 
Submission.  University of California Press, 1997.   
https://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft8w10098q&brand=uc
press 
 
NOTE: You can skip pp. 46 to 54. Chapter 3 (“Into Light and Life,” pp. 80-109) is 
optional. Focus in particular on Chapters 5 and 6 (but read the other chapters 
as well). 
 

SECOND SET OF NOTES ON YOUR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH IS DUE ON FEB. 19. 
 
–WEEK SEVEN (February 22)  An Ethnography of the “Ex-Gay” Movement in California 
 

Tanya Erzen, Straight to Jesus: Sexual and Christian Conversions in the Ex-Gay 
Movement.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006.  
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt1pp892 
 
(Chapters to be announced.)  
 
Video to be announced  

 
 
–WEEK EIGHT (March 1)  Family Politics in American Evangelicalism  
 

Sophie Bjork-James, The Divine Institution: White Evangelicalism’s Politics of the 
Family. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2021. 
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https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.36019/9781978824492/html#cont
ents 
 
(Chapters to be announced.)  
 

SECOND PAPER IS DUE ON MARCH 5TH AT 10:59 PM   
  
 

–WEEK NINE (March 8)  Pentecostalism and Masculinity in a Caribbean Barrio 
 

Brendan Thornton, Negotiating Respect: Pentecostalism, Masculinity, and the 
Politics of Spiritual Authority in the Dominican Republic.  University Press of 
Florida, 2016.  
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvx0705v 
 
(NOTE: You can skim the Introduction as well as Chapters 1, 2 and 3, and the 
Conclusion. Please focus in particular on Chapters 4 – 7.) 
 

  
 –WEEK TEN (March 15) LAST CLASS: STUDENTS WILL DISCUSS THEIR ONLINE MEDIA 
PROJECTS TODAY.   
 

No assigned readings. 
 
THIRD PAPER IS DUE ON MARCH 19TH AT 10:59 PM   
 


