
1 
 

ANSC/GLBH 148: Global Health and Cultural Diversity 
Winter Quarter 2023 

Course time: Tues / Thurs, 2:00-3:20pm 
Classroom: Center Hall Room 113 

 
Instructor: Lillian Walkover, PhD 
Email: lwalkover@ucsd.edu  
Office: SSRB (Social Science Research Building) 154 
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30-5:30pm (sign up at this link) and by appointment 
 
Teaching Assistants:
Name: Ash Cornejo 
Email: a1cornejo@ucsd.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 12:30-1:30pm via Zoom 
See Calendly link here to schedule and for Zoom 

Name: Melissa Jaeger 
Email: mbjaeger@ucsd.edu 
Office Hours: Mondays 2-3pm via Zoom 
See Calendly link here to schedule and for Zoom

 
 
Course Description: This course examines medicine, culture, and healing as dynamic concepts that 
interact in unpredictable ways and are critical to therapeutic and health outcomes. We will see how 
cultural values and social structures (and their intersection) are, in fact, matters of life and death for 
people all over the world. Most readings in this course will be drawn from a subfield of anthropology 
called medical anthropology, as well as from other social sciences. By reading accounts called 
ethnographies, we will see how conceptions of the body, the causes and meanings of illness, and 
encounters with health institutions vary and shift over time and across different contexts. One of the 
takeaways from this course is that it is possible—indeed, imperative—to understand health, illness, and 
medicine not only by looking inside individual bodies, but by situating individual lives within broader 
social, historical, and political contexts. In so doing, we question the idea that biology or culture is 
determinative of differences in health status. In particular, we examine the impact of social structures 
on individual agency and health outcomes by exploring the relationship of power to social categories 
such as class, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, and sexuality – all of which situate experiential lives 
within the frameworks of social inequality and structural violence. We will examine cultural influences 
on both ethnomedicine and US biomedicine, focusing on the ways that all medical systems are 
enculturated. For students interested in careers in medicine, global health, or public health, medical 
anthropology offers an interpretive approach to both expert and patient perspectives of medicine, the 
body, and healing.  
 
This syllabus may be modified during the quarter. Any changes will be posted to Canvas. 
 
Readings:  All readings will be provided as PDFs on Canvas. Some of the key texts that this course draws 
on are listed here:  
 

 Brown, Peter J., and Svea Closser (Eds.). Foundations of Global Health: An Interdisciplinary 
Reader. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2019.  

 Singer, Merrill, and Pamela I. Erickson. Global Health: An Anthropological Perspective. Long 
Grove, IL: Waveland Press, 2013. 

 
 
 

mailto:lwalkover@ucsd.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/117Rdsl3PZGfFES5z3MvsfLXk1RI0T3hpi2m-1c1DG_E/edit?usp=sharing
file:///C:/Users/Lillian%20Walkover/OneDrive%20-%20UC%20San%20Diego/Teaching/Current%20courses/ANSC%20GLBH%20148%20Global%20Health%20and%20Cultural%20Diversity/ANSC-GLBH148%20-%20WI23/calendly.com/ashcornejo/officehours
mailto:mbjaeger@ucsd.edu
https://calendly.com/melissa_jaeger/office-hours
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Course Assignments: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Grading scheme: 
 

A+ 100% to 97% 

A < 97% to 94% 

A- < 94% to 90% 

B+ < 90% to 87% 

B < 87% to 84% 

B- < 84% to 80% 

C+ < 80% to 77% 

C < 77% to 74% 

C- < 74% to 70% 

D < 70% to 60% 

F < 60% to 0% 

Note: Students taking the class pass/not pass need to achieve a C- for a Pass.  

 
Assignments: The goal of class assignments is to have you demonstrate your understanding of course 
concepts and your ability to apply them to analyze new scenarios.  
 

Case Studies: Case studies ask you to apply key course concepts to phenomena and experiences from 

your daily lives. They also ask you to practice methods used in medical anthropology and other social 

sciences, including media analysis and interviews. The two case studies focus on:  

(1) Representation of the cultures of biomedicine in the media  

(2) Influence of social structures on experiences of illness and seeking healthcare 

Case studies are completed individually and will be submitted on Canvas by Friday at 5pm (see 

Assessments table for due dates). Case study instructions will be provided in-class and posted on 

Canvas. Each case study is worth 25% of your grade.  

 

Exams: The midterm and final exams will test you on your ability to explain and apply key concepts 

covered in the course. The exams will include a combination of multiple choice and short response 

questions. Exams will be given over Canvas. You should not consult with your peers, the internet, course 

slides, readings, or your notes while taking these exams. Class time will be set aside for taking the 

exams. However, exams will be available for 24 hours (starting at the beginning of the class period) if 

you are not able to attend class in person and choose to take the exam asynchronously (please note that 

the Professor and TA will not be available to answer questions or respond to technical issues if you 

choose to take the quiz asynchronously). Exams are cumulative, and I will provide study guides for each 

exam. The midterm is worth 20% of your grade and the final is worth 30% of your grade.   

 Assignment % Week due Date due 

Case Study 1: Biomedicine in the Media 25 Week 3 Fri 1/27 at 5pm 

Midterm Exam 20 Week 6 Th 2/16 in class 

Case Study 2:  Illness Experience  25 Week 9 Fri 3/10 at 5pm 

Final Exam 30 Finals week  Tues 3/23, 3-5:59pm 
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Extra credit: 

 

Activity Reports: UCSD is a world-class university, and there are many global health activities happening 

on campus throughout the quarter. You may receive extra credit for attending one event outside of class 

and writing a short report connecting it to class concepts (up to 1 point depending on quality). One 

option is the Quarterly Conversations in Global Health event sponsored by the Global Health Program. I 

will share that event and any other opportunities throughout the quarter. Feel free to email me about 

activities that you are coordinating or hear about so that I can circulate these opportunities to the class. 

You may choose another global health activity from the School of Medicine, Division of Social Sciences, 

or Arts & Humanities (not Biological or Physical Sciences) – the event must involve a sociocultural 

component. Your report should clearly indicate your name, the course, the event you attended, and a 1–

2-page written report summarizing the event and connect it to class concepts. Reports should be 

submitted via email to a TA within one week of the event date.  

 
CAPE Evaluation Credit: Extra credit points (0.5 point) will be provided to all students IF the CAPE 
response rate is higher than 80%, and (1 point) will be provided to all students IF the CAPE response rate 
is higher than 85%. 
 
Policies: 
 
Attendance and participation: This class is designed to be taken in person and synchronously. In 
addition, classes will be podcasted. There will not be an option to attend remotely, and attendance is 
not factored into the final course grade. Slides will be posted before class when available, but both 
slides and recordings may take 24-48 hours to be posted. Classes will be divided into lectures and group 
activities. Completing those activities (ideally in groups, or on your own if needed) will be key to doing 
well on exams and case studies.  
 
Active learning: Knowledge and wisdom are not gifts I can give you like a present. Developing these 
takes effort and practice. However, you will benefit greatly by actively preparing for and participating in 
class. Please complete all readings before class and bring all readings with you to lecture. I suggest that 
you highlight and/or take notes on all your readings. Annotations will help prepare you for lecture, 
discussion, and assessments. Although we are in a large lecture hall, this course will consist of a 
combination of lectures, in-class discussions, and other activities. I regularly call on students, including 
those who do not raise their hands. I also ask students to participate in pair or small group discussions 
and other work or activities. In this course, you will be required to ask questions, synthesize readings, 
and offer critical analyses. Simply memorizing facts and definitions will not be sufficient to pass this 
course. You should expect to actively engage course content by processing materials creatively. 
 

Classroom conduct: Computer use in the lecture hall should be strictly limited to consultation of course 
materials and composition of class notes. I encourage you to take handwritten notes in lecture because 
these have been shown to improve learning and retention. Please put away your cell phones when class 
begins. Anyone disrupting others’ learning by texting, browsing the internet, or talking on the phone 
while class is in session will be asked to leave. You are invited to create an environment of mutual 
respect and intellectual productivity by listening and speaking with an open mind. Be open to hearing 
various points of view that may be contentious or conflict with others, but do not expect to feel 
comfortable at all times. Expect to be challenged mentally and emotionally. You should feel free to 
approach me if you feel anyone’s participation in the course, including your own, is being impeded. 
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UCSD recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Hostility 
toward other students will not be tolerated. Free speech does not permit harassment, intimidation, 
threats, or other behaviors that impede the learning of other students or the work of faculty and staff. 
As a reminder, please review the UCSD Principles of Community: 
https://ucsd.edu/about/principles.html. 
 
Public Health Expectations and Best Practices: Public health is a collective effort. Keeping the UC San 
Diego community healthy takes all of us following campus safety requirements to help prevent 
infection. You are also expected to follow university public health requirements and pursue personal 
protection practices to protect yourself and the others around you. These include (Source: Academic 
Personnel Services):  

 Participating in the university’s daily screening process. 
o Everyone must complete a Daily Symptom Screener.  

 Participating in the university's testing program. 
o All students are required to participate in the COVID-19 Testing program as required by 

their vaccination status.  

 Wear a well-fitting mask that covers your nose and mouth at all times.  
o Everyone is required to wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status. If you see 

someone not wearing a mask, or wearing it incorrectly, kindly ask them to mask up. 

 Monitor potential exposures and comply with contact tracing efforts.  
o Look out for the daily updates and potential exposure list that the university sends out 

with building information and the dates of exposure.  

 Stay home if you’re feeling ill.  
o If you’re not feeling well, complete the symptom screener and if needed, get tested for 

COVID-19. Do not come to campus unless given the all-clear. 

Accommodations: Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide 

a current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter (paper or electronic) issued by the Office for 

Students with Disabilities (https://osd.ucsd.edu/).  Students are required to discuss accommodation 

arrangements with instructors and OSD liaisons in the department in advance of any exams or 

assignments. (Source: Office for Students with Disabilities).  

 
Assignment submissions: All assignments are to be submitted on Canvas. Please attach assignment files 
as Word documents (not as PDFs or as text in the comments box). If you are having difficulty accessing 
Canvas or upload your assignment under the wrong assignment link, email your assignment to me so 
that it is time stamped. I encourage you to utilize the writing program, tutoring, and other resources as 
appropriate.  
 
Late assignments: If you will be unable to attend class or to submit an assignment on time, you are 
expected to reach out ahead of time (if possible) to propose accommodations. If you are requesting an 
extension on a deadline, the request should be made at least 12 hours in advance, and you should 
propose a new deadline (date and time) along with your plan for meeting the updated deadline. 
Assignments will be marked down one full letter grade for every day late. Assignments will not be 
accepted if overdue by more than 3 days.  
 
 

https://ucsd.edu/about/principles.html
https://returntolearn.ucsd.edu/return-to-campus/testing-and-screening/student-screening-and-testing/index.html#daily-screening
https://returntolearn.ucsd.edu/return-to-campus/testing-and-screening/student-screening-and-testing/index.html#covid-testing
https://returntolearn.ucsd.edu/return-to-campus/safety-requirements/index.html
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Grade Disputes: I am happy to discuss grades and feedback with you. However, please wait at least 24 
hours and no longer than 7 days between receipt of a grade and contact with me so that you have time 
to clarify your questions. When meeting with me to dispute a grade, you must bring the graded 
assignment, as well as a 1-2 paragraph memo describing a rationale for why your grade should be 
changed. There are no guarantees that providing such information will result in a changed grade. Note 
that re-grading may also result in a lowered grade.  
 
Communication: The best way to communicate with us is via email, with ANSC/GLBH 148 in the subject 
line. However, before you email, please check the syllabus and assignment instructions on Canvas to 
make sure that the answer to your question cannot be found there. I will respond to emails within 1-2 
business days (9am-5pm, Monday through Friday). Email is also the best way to set up an appointment if 
you have a scheduling conflict during office hours.  
 
Academic Conduct: Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work or ideas as one’s own, such as quoting 
or paraphrasing a source without citing it. UCSD expects that both faculty and students will honor 
academic integrity to protect the validity of our intellectual work and ensure learning. For you, this 
means that all academic work will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned, without 
unauthorized aid of any kind. It is also against university policy to submit the same paper for credit in 
more than one course. Instructors, for our part, will exercise care in planning and supervising academic 
work and grading, to promote fairness, transparency, and honesty. All suspected instances of plagiarism 
will be reported. If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to talk to me. Additional 
information is available at http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/. 
 
Title IX Compliance: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is the federal law that prohibits sex 
discrimination in educational institutions that are recipients of federal funds. You have the right to an 
educational environment that is free from harassment and discrimination. Sexual harassment or 
misconduct, whether physical or psychological, will not be tolerated. As a faculty member, I am required 
to report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you 
may contact the Counseling Center. The Office for the Prevention of Harassment & Discrimination 
(OPHD http://ophd.ucsd.edu) provides information and assistance to students, faculty, and staff 
regarding reports of bias, discrimination, harassment, sexual harassment, and sexual violence. You may 
receive confidential assistance at CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center at (sarc@ucsd.edu or 
http://care.ucsd.edu) or Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS http://caps.ucsd.edu). 
 
Campus resources: I encourage you to access campus support services.  

 Writing and other academic support at the Teaching + Learning Commons: 

https://commons.ucsd.edu/students/academic%20support.html 

 Language arts tutorial services (LATS) and other student support at OASIS 

(https://oasis.ucsd.edu/academic-services/lats-folder/index.html)  

 Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS): https://caps.ucsd.edu/  

 Student Health Services: https://studenthealth.ucsd.edu/  

 CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center: https://care.ucsd.edu/  

 The Hub Basic Needs Center: https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/  

 
  

http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/
http://ophd.ucsd.edu/
http://care.ucsd.edu/
http://caps.ucsd.edu/
https://commons.ucsd.edu/students/academic%20support.html
https://oasis.ucsd.edu/academic-services/lats-folder/index.html
https://caps.ucsd.edu/
https://studenthealth.ucsd.edu/
https://care.ucsd.edu/
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/
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Course Overview  

 

# Date Topic Readings 

1 1/10 Welcome No assigned readings 

1/12 What is Global 
Health? 

Brown & Closser, Foundations, “What is Global Health?” 
 
Singer & Erikson, Ch 1, “Global Health and the Anthropological 
Paradigm” (p. 1-2, 10-19) 
 
Optional background on Social Determinants of Health: Marmot et 
al, “Closing the Gap in a Generation” and “In Sickness and in Wealth” 

2 1/17 What is Culture?  Singer & Erikson, Ch 2, “The Importance of Culture in Health” (p. 21-
25) 
 
Farmer, Paul. "Sending sickness: sorcery, politics, and changing 
concepts of AIDS in rural Haiti" 

1/19 Cultures of 
Biomedicine 

Ehrenreich, Natural Causes Ch 2 “Rituals of Humiliation” and Ch 3 
“Veneer of Science” 
 
Taylor, “Confronting ‘Culture’ in Medicine’s ‘Culture of No Culture’” 

3 1/24 Illness 
Narratives 

Kleinman, Illness Narratives, Ch 1 “The Meaning of Symptom and 
Disorders” (read pages 3-10, skim pages 10-30) and Ch 7 “Conflicting 
Explanatory Models in the Care of the Chronically Ill”  

1/26 Cultural 
Competence 
 
 

Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, 
Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. Selected 
readings: “Birth” p. 3-11, “Fish Soup” p. 12-19, “The Spirit Catches 
You and You Fall Down” p. 20-31, “Do Doctors Eat Brains?” p. 34-37, 
“Take As Directed” p. 38-59 
 
See Canvas for optional updates and critiques 
 
Case study 1 due Friday, January 27th at 5pm 

4 1/31 Cultural 
Humility 

Carpenter-Song, Elizabeth A., Megan Nordquest Schwallie, and 
Jeffrey Longhofer. "Cultural competence reexamined: critique and 
directions for the future." 
 
Tervalon, Melanie, and Jann Murray-Garcia. "Cultural humility versus 
cultural competence: A critical distinction in defining physician 
training outcomes in multicultural education."  

2/2 Structural 
Competency 
 

Metzl, Jonathan M., and Helena Hansen. "Structural competency: 
Theorizing a new medical engagement with stigma and inequality." 
 
Harvey, Michael, et al. "Structural competency and global health 
education." 
 
Optional: Structural Competency Training Handouts 



7 
 

5 2/7 Structural 
Violence 

Taylor, “Explaining Difference: ‘Culture,’ ‘Structural Violence,’ and 
Med Anthro” 
 
Farmer, Foundations, “Structural Violence and Clinical Medicine” 

2/9 Naturalizing 
Inequality 

Holmes, Seth M. “‘Oaxacans like to work bent over’: The 
naturalization of social suffering among berry farm workers." 
 
Last Week Tonight, "Bias in Medicine" (23 min): 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=TATSAHJKRd8 

6 2/14 Who Provides 
Care? 
 

Wendland, Foundations, "A Heart for the Work" 
 
Maes, Global Mental Health: Anthro Perspectives, "Task-Shifting in 
Global Health" 

2/16 Midterm Midterm exam (in class) 

7 2/21 Historical Roots Singer & Erikson, Ch 1, “Global Health and the Anthropological 
Paradigm” (p. 3-10) 
 
Pfeiffer, Foundations, "Are NGOs Undermining Health Systems in 
Mozambique?" 

2/23 Neoliberalism 
and The Anti-
Politics Machine 

Keshavjee, “Bretton Woods to Bamako: How Free-Market Orthodoxy 
Infiltrated the International Aid Movement”  
 
Ferguson, “The Anti-Politics Machine”  

8 2/28 Defining 
Problems and 
Solutions 

Adams, “Introduction” from Metrics: What Counts in Global Health  
 
Oni-Orisan, Foundations, "Counting is Complicated" 
 
Optional: Adams, “Metrics of the Global Sovereign”  

3/2 NGOs and Aid Hobbs, Foundations, “Stop Trying to Save the World” 
 
Hickel, Jason. The Guardian, “Aid in Reverse: How Poor Countries 
Develop Rich Countries”  
 
Optional: Illich, Ivan. "To hell with good intentions" 

9 3/7 Decolonizing 
Global Health 

Ong’era F Mogaka, Jenell Stewart, Elizabeth Bukusi. “Why and for 
whom we are decolonizing global health?” 
 
Czyzewski, K. “Colonialism as a Broader Social Determinant of 
Health.” 
 
See Canvas for optional readings from Eve Tuck and others 

3/9 Guest lecture To Be Announced  
 
Case study 2 due Friday, March 10th at 5pm 

10 3/14 Guest lecture  To Be Announced  

3/16 Global Health 
Futures 

Farmer, “Rethinking Health and Human Rights: Time for a Paradigm 
Shift”  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=TATSAHJKRd8
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 3/23 Final Tues March 23rd, 3-5:59pm 

 


