
HITO 87 Ming China in Short Stories 

Spring 2020         

H & SS 6068, Mondays 3-3:50 

Professor Schneewind, sschneewind@ucsd.edu. 

Office hours: H & SS 3062, most Wednesdays 1-3 and by appointment (email me) 

 

The Ming empire lasted from 1368 to 1644.  We will read and discuss short stories, in English 

translation, from a late Ming collection of 100 stories by Feng Menglong (1574-1646), as 

translated by Shuhui Yang and Yunqin Yang.  Feng wrote some of the stories from scratch, but 

often he was re-writing earlier stories, as Shakespeare did at about the same time.  Peopled by 

gods, ghosts, and men and women of all social classes, the stories reveal a world of family 

loyalty and conflict; sex and chastity; violence, and Confucian study; Buddhist and Daoist 

religious practice and belief; high ideals, crime, and corruption.  Alongside some stories we will 

read the original versions Feng was rewriting; alongside others scholarly work on or related to 

the stories.  There are no papers or exams. 

 

The readings (and full citations) are in the Coursepack. Buy it now at the bookstore. 

Read the story and article before class.  Be ready to talk about it and listen to others.   

Be sure you could recount the plot if called upon to do so. Write down and bring in:  

1. the most interesting part of the story (to you) (and more such comments if you like); 

2. at least one question or thing that puzzled you in the story; and 

3. at least one connection with another story or class discussion.   

 

If you must miss class, e-mail me a 1-page paper on the story before the next class.    

Check TritonEd for additional materials. 

 

Week One: Handout.   

 

Week Two: “Ren the Filial Son with a Fiery Disposition Becomes a God”  

Sarah Schneewind, “Is Ren Gui Really Filial?” Ming Studies 20 (2009):115-120      

  

Week Three: “Shi Fu Meets a Friend at Tanque” (“Shih Jun-tse Meets a Friend at the Strand”)   

 

Week Four: E-tu Zen Sun, “Frugality and Wealth in a Ming Tale,” in her Selected Essays in 

Chinese Economic History (Taiwan: Student Book Co., 1981), 181-191   

 

Week Five: “Zhao Bosheng Meets with Emperor Renzong in a Teahouse”  

Zhang, Cong. “Communication, Collaboration, and Community: Inn-Wall Writing 

During the Song (960—1279).” Journal of Song-Yuan Studies, no. 35 (2005): 1–27.  

 

Week Six: “Magistrate Teng Settles the Case of Inheritance with Ghostly Cleverness”   

 

Week Seven: “With His Passion for Poetry and Wine, Scholar Lu Scorns Dukes and Earls”  

  

Week Eight: Graham Sanders, “Out with It!” Philosophy and Culture 37.3 (2010): 103-130.  
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