
HIEA 129 Faces of the Chinese Past: Men and Women of Great Ming  

   
Spring 2020 

Class time: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 12:00-12:50 over Zoom 

Professor Schneewind                               sschneewind@ucsd.edu 

 

The course centers on the biographies of individuals who lived in China in Ming times 

(1368-1644).  We will think about how knowing about these people fills out or 

complicate our understanding of their times; what they shared and how their experiences 

varied; what dilemmas they faced and how they dealt with them; how to read and 

understand sources historically; and other questions.  We will also think about how 

writers in Ming times, and historians and art historians of more recent times, use 

biography.  The readings include both translated primary sources and secondary sources.  

The course requires reading, writing, informed participation, and independent thought. 

 

Required Purchase, from the campus bookstore: 

John W. Dardess, Ming China, 1368-1644: A Concise History of a Resilient Empire 

(Lanham, MA: Rowman and Littlefield, 2012) 

Jonathan Chaves, Pilgrim of the Clouds: Poems and Essays from Ming Dynasty China, 

poems and essays by Yuan Hongdao and his brothers (White Pine Press, 2005) 

Shih-shan Henry Tsai, Perpetual Happiness: The Ming Emperor Yongle (Seattle: 

University of Washington Press, 2011) 

Recommended: 

Gordon Harvey, Writing with Sources: A Guide for Students (Cambridge: Hackett, 1998)  

 

The other readings are on Canvas. Please check a week or so ahead to make sure that you 

can get to the readings, and that the assignments are showing up. Let me know if not!  

 

Course Requirements:  

1. If you need help or have questions, contact the professor immediately.  This is 

especially true this quarter: I need your help to make sure things run smoothly. 

2. Take notes on the reading and have them and the reading available during class 

3. Check Canvas for all course information and to submit papers through Turnitin.  For 

help with Canvas, Zoom, or other technological problems, contact EdTech Mon-Fri 

8:30-4:00 at 858-822-3315 or edtech@ucsd.edu. 

4. Your grade will be based on (more details below): 

a. 1-2 page responses to the reading and other short assignments (about 30%);  

b. active, informed participation in person or over discussion threads (about 10%);  

c. 4 short papers due every other week (about 30%);  

d. and the take-home final (final paper) (about 30%).  

5. Follow the Policy on Academic Integrity.  More details on Canvas.  

6. University policy is that to pass with the P/NP option, you must earn a C, or 70%.  I 

strongly recommend taking the course for a letter grade, both for your learning and so 

that, at the end of the term, I don’t have to give you a mere “P” grade when you 

earned an A.  

7. The syllabus may change: sign up for announcements on Canvas and pay attention. 

 



Assignments: 

For the precise schedule of assignments, see “Syllabus” on Canvas.  Grading will move 

from “yes, done/no, not done” to “check/check +/check –” to letter grades over the first 

four weeks.  But first responses and essays must be on time, so plan ahead.   

a. There are three or four assignments on Dardess, Ming China, to make sure you 

get the basics of Ming down.  There is a “first response” to each week’s reading 

to assure that you read it before the week begins: normally these are due Sunday 

nights at 11:30, but the first few are on a different schedule.   

b. Depending on how well coordinated our time zones are, discussion will be in-

person and/or over Canvas in writing. 

c. Every other week you will write an essay on the reading.  The weeks are broken 

into pairs: Weeks 2 & 3, Weeks 4 & 5, Weeks 6 & 7, Weeks 8 & 9.  You must 

write in one week of each pair; the second week’s prompt will be slightly harder 

(to spread out my work load so that I can respond to everyone.)  You can mix it 

up: write in Weeks 2, 5, 6 and 9, for instance.  These essays will start out short (2 

pages) and build up to about 8-10 pages. They will prepare you for the final paper.  

These are due at 5 pm on Saturday, so that you can whoop it up Saturday night 

and still have time to do the next reading and response paper on Sunday. 

d. For the final paper, about 12 pages, there will be a number of options for you to 

choose among: an analytical paper drawing on course readings, a creative paper 

such as an imagined dialogue among those we have learned about, or possibly a 

research paper.  I will ask you for a plan for your final paper in Week 10. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

At the end of the course, students will be able to 

1. Deploy a general knowledge of Ming history in writing about individuals and 

issues. 

2. Identify and assess evidence and arguments in scholarship on history, relating 

different readings to one another, and distinguishing fact from interpretation. 

3. Develop and communicate clearly in writing evidence-based arguments about 

history. 

4. Engage in productive evidence-based oral or chat-style discussion with others. 

5. Read primary sources intelligently, to appreciate the full humanity of Ming people. 

 

Schedule of Readings 

Week One: Background    

Dardess, Ming China, chapters 1 & 2. 

Susan Mann, “Scene-Setting: Writing Biography in Chinese History,” The American 

Historical Review 114.3 (2009): 631-39.   

Recommended: Gordon Harvey, Writing with Sources. 

  

Week Two: The Ming Founder  

Dardess, Ming China, chapters 1-3  

Zhu Yuanzhang, “The Imperial Tomb Tablet of the Great Ming.” Transl. Laurie Dennis.     

 

Week Three: Father and Son Martyrs to Ming  

Dardess, Ming China, chapter 4 

Fang Xiaoru (d. 1402), “Account of Conduct of My Late Father [Fang Keqin].”     → 

“Fang Keqin,” in Zhang Tingyu, et al., eds., Official History of the Ming (1739).     



Optional: Sarah Schneewind, “Reduce, Re-use, Recycle: Imperial Autocracy and 

Scholar-Official Autonomy in the Background to the Ming History Biography of 

Early Ming Scholar-Official Fang Keqin (1326-1376).” Oriens Extremus 48 

(2009 [2011]): 103-152.   

 

Week Four:  The Yongle Emperor 

Shih-shan Henry Tsai, Perpetual Happiness: the Ming Emperor Yongle   

Note! This is our longest reading.  PLAN AHEAD. 

 

Week Five: Literati Lives in a Rural Ming Landscape 

Dardess, Ming China, chapter 5 

John W. Dardess, “A Ming Landscape: Settlement, Land Use, Labor, and Estheticism in 

T’ai-ho County, Kiangsi.”Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 49.2(1989):292-364.    

 

Week Six: Ming Painter and Polymath – and Murderer  

 Kathleen Ryor, “Bodily Deprivations and Fleshly Desires: The Somatic Dimensions of 

Xu Wei’s Flower Painting.” In Body and Face in Chinese Visual Culture , edited 

by Wu Hung, pp. 121-146 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 

2005).    

Martin Huang, “The Case of Xu Wei: A Frustrated Hero or a Weeping Widow?” In 

Negotiating Masculinities in Late Imperial China (Honolulu: University of 

Hawaii Press, 2006), 53-71. Coursepack. 

Kathleen Ryor, “Regulating the Qi and the Xin: Xu Wei (1521-1593) and His Military 

Patrons,” Archives of Asian Art 54 (2004): 23-33.   

 

Week Seven: Two Religious Women  

Ji Xian (1614-1683), “Record of Past Karma.” Translated by Grace S. Fong. In Under 

Confucian Eyes: Writings on Gender in Chinese History, edited by Susan Mann 

and Yu-Yin Cheng, pp. 135-146 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001).  

Ann Waltner, “T’an-Yang-Tzu and Wang Shih-chen:Visionary and Bureaucrat in the 

Late Ming.” Late Imperial China 8.1 (1987): 105-133.   

  

Week Eight: Three Literati Brothers    

Jonathan Chaves, Pilgrim of the Clouds: Poems and Essays from Ming Dynasty China:  

translations of work by Yuan Hongdao (1568-1610) and his brothers   

 

Week Nine: Literati Mother and Daughters 

Wilt Idema and Beata Grant, “Shen Yixiu and her daughters,” in Red Brush: Writing 

Women in Imperial China, pp. 383-414 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 

Asia Center, 2004).   

   

Week Ten:  Lives in the Ming Fall  

Lynn Struve, translator. “A Survivor of Beijing ‘Settles His Thoughts’” and “From 

Orphan to Princess: Story of Liu Sanxiu.” In her Voices from the Ming-Qing 

Cataclysm: China in Tigers’ Jaws, pp. 1-27, 93-113.  (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1993).  

 


