
Economics 100C: Microeconomics C

Spring 2020

This version: April 3, 2020. Due to extraordinary circumstances of remote instruction and
public health, course policies are subject to change during the quarter.

People

Professor

Judson Boomhower boomhower@ucsd.edu

Office hours Thursday 6:00 to 7:30 pm (email me in advance to make Zoom appointment)

Graduate Student Instructors (TAs)

Section Name Contact Office Hours

Section A01 Hanyi Wang haw072@ucsd.edu W 1–3 PM

Section A02 Amanda Bauer agbauer@ucsd.edu M 12–2 PM

Section B01 Jackson Somers jsomers@ucsd.edu F 3–5 PM

Section B02 Brendan Dwyer bdwyer@ucsd.edu Th 11 AM–1 PM

Zoom links for TA office hours will be available in Canvas

Undergraduate Instructional Assistant (UIA)

Licheng Zhou liz076@ucsd.edu

PSET Tutors and Coordinators

Shiyu Hu shh190@ucsd.edu

Qijun Liu qil194@ucsd.edu

PSET hours for 100C are Tu 2–5 PM and Th 11AM–5PM; Zoom links will be in Canvas

Special Information about Remote Instruction

Like all courses this quarter, this class will be taught remotely. We have done everything we
can to smooth this transition, but please understand that there is some unavoidable uncer-
tainty as we all adapt to a new method of teaching and learning. This syllabus describes my
predictions for the course structure and for how grades will be determined. I will try to keep
to these predictions, but the evolving situation may require me to make changes.

• Lectures will be taught via Zoom. Recorded versions of all lectures will be posted
on Canvas.
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• Some lectures will be delivered “live” (synchronously), while others will be
pre-recorded (asynchronous). The exact mix will be determined by experimenta-
tion during the first weeks of class. Recordings of all lectures will be posted to Canvas
(whether live or pre-recorded). For “live” lectures, you are encouraged to join at the
scheduled lecture time if possible to participate and ask questions.

• Discussion sections will be conducted “live” via Zoom.

• Quizzes and exams will be conducted remotely. See “Assessments” below.

• If you do not have access to a computer, UCSD may be able to loan you
one. See this form: https://eforms.ucsd.edu/view.php?id=490887.

Scheduled Times

The Zoom meeting links for lectures and discussion sections are all available in Canvas.

Lecture A T Th 8:00 – 9:20 AM
Lecture B T Th 9:30 – 10:50 AM
Section A01 W 3:00 – 3:50 PM
Section A02 W 4:00 – 4:50 PM
Section B01 Th 5:00 – 5:50 PM
Section B02 Th 6:00 – 6:50 PM

Course Materials

Canvas will be used to post lectures, problem sets, announcements, and other materials.

Due to remote instruction, this quarter we will make particularly extensive use of the ex-
cellent Intermediate Microeconomics Video Handbook (IMVH). This resource, which was
created by UCSD faculty, includes 220 short videos covering the entire 100ABC sequence. It
will be available through Canvas. For technical problems accessing the IMVH, please email
edtech@ucsd.edu.

For additional reference, the textbook is Perloff, Microeconomics: Theory and Applications
with Calculus, 5th Edition. It is available via Canvas from the bookstore for $44 as an
opt-out ebook with 4-year access. If you do not want to purchase the ebook, you must opt
out before two weeks or the bookstore will charge you. Earlier editions of this textbook are
also acceptable. Since no single textbook suits everyone or covers every topic perfectly,
you might sometimes consider supplementing with another textbook. Varian’s Intermediate
Microeconomics with Calculus is another good textbook.
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I will post detailed IMVH and Perloff reading assignments on Canvas as the course unfolds.

Topics

Econ 100C examines the ways in which markets depart from perfect competition. Topics
include monopoly power, strategy, externalities, public goods, asymmetric information, and
signaling. This is the third of three courses in microeconomics and will build on the material
presented in Economics 100A and 100B. We will emphasize mathematical analysis but will
also frequently discuss real-world applications. Prerequisites: Econ 100A, 100B, and their
prerequisites.

We will cover some or all of these topics:

Topic IMVH Videos

Review of Perfect Competition Section E.2
Monopoly Section G.1
Price Discrimination Section G.2
Game Theory Section F
Oligopoly Section G.3
Externalities Section H.1
Public Goods Section H.2
Asymmetric Information Sections I.1 & I.2

Assessments

There will be 3 midterms, 1 final, and 1 quiz.

Quiz Thursday, April 9 2% of course grade

Midterm 1 Wednesday April 22 24.5% of course grade

Midterm 2 Tuesday May 5 24.5% of course grade

Midterm 3 Wednesday May 13 24.5% of course grade

Final Saturday June 6 24.5% of course grade

Each of the 3 midterms and the final have equal weight in your final grade. In recognition
of the extraordinary circumstances this quarter, I will automatically drop 1 midterm or the
final for each student when calculating final grades. In other words, when calculating your
final course grade, I will include whichever 3 exams maximize your possible grade, plus the
April 9 quiz. After dropping your worst exam, the remaining three will each receive equal
weight (32.67% each). This flexible policy means that if you are unable to take one exam
for whatever reason (e.g., illness, unforeseen technology problems, etc.), your final grade will
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not be affected.

All of the exams will be conducted remotely. The exact format and timing have not yet
been decided. This will depend on ongoing guidance from UCSD and the Econ department
about remote assessments, as well as experience during the quarter.

Practice Problem Sets and Discussion Sections

Practice problem sets will be posted each week on Canvas. They are not graded and you
do not need to turn them in. However, you are strongly urged to take them seriously and
attempt all assigned problems. The best way to succeed in this class is to watch the lectures
and IMVH videos and read the text, and then to thoroughly practice solving problems.

The TAs will use discussion sections to answer questions and go over the problem set. The
sections will be most useful to you if you have already attempted the problems on your own.
Solutions to each week’s problem set will be posted the following week.

Additional Resources

The Academic Achievement Hub at the UCSD Teaching + Learning Commons offers several
tutoring and study group sessions that are open to all students in the course. For schedule
and other information, see https://aah.ucsd.edu/. One of these options is a supplemental
study group conducted via Zoom on Tuesdays from 5:30-6:50 pm. The study group leader
is Yajie Qi (yaq020@ucsd.edu). The Zoom link is https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/298998637

Other Administrative Issues

1. If you have a documented disability, please send your documentation to me as soon
as possible so that I can make suitable accommodations for you. If you believe that
you have a disability and desire accommodation, please register with the Office for
Students with Disabilities

2. Any student found responsible for violating UCSD’s academic integrity policy will earn
a failing grade for the course. In addition, the Council of Deans of Student Affairs will
impose a disciplinary penalty.

3. If, after reviewing the solutions and grading rubric, you believe there was a grading
error on one of your exams, you may submit a regrade request. The regrade request
must be submitted to the professor or one of the TAs within 7 days from the day the
graded exams were first transmitted to the class. You must explain clearly in writing
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why you believe your score is in error. If you request a regrade, your score could go
up or down depending on the assessment of the TA who graded the problem. If you
wrote any part of the relevant section in pencil, the request will be denied if there is
any ambiguity regarding erasures.

4. Please review this statement from the Economics Department: To protect academic
integrity this quarter, we are likely using either Loom or Zoom. These programs use
video and audio recording or other personal information capture for the purpose of
facilitating the course and/or test environment. UC San Diego does not allow vendors
to use this information for other purposes. Recordings will be deleted when no longer
necessary. However, if cheating is suspected, the recording may become part of the
student’s administrative disciplinary record. Finally, I reserve the right to give an oral
test if I feel it is necessary to uphold academic integrity.

5. For those interested in taking the honors class Econ 100CH, there are special rules this
quarter. You will be allowed to take 100CH in the future if you receive an A- or better
in this class, or if you receive a “P” grade in this class in spring 2020 and consent of
the instructor, which will depend on Spring 2020 exam performances that would have
earned an A- or better if the student had chosen to take the course for a letter grade.
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