
BILD 1 The Cell Spring 2020  

Dr. Shannon Butler 

S3butler@ucsd.edu 

 

Welcome to BILD 1, Online! 

 

You can watch a video of me going over this syllabus if you log into Canvas and go to “Media 

Gallery”. The video is called “L1: Intro to BILD 1 Online” Also here on Drive: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1k1rBp8z8VyPPrCR0_lzQy6J2lwEYweBJ 

 

Office hours and contact of Instructional Team:  

I encourage you to addend Zoom office hours rather than email the Instructor or the IA’s! One, 

this is how we can get to know each other and stay connected! Two, we can better explain the 

material in person! Maybe other students have a similar question and we can help each other 

learn. Third, it is very inefficient to respond to many student emails when we can just have a 

quick chat! We can better help you understand the material via Zoom more than on email.  

But, if you do email us. Make sure that the Subject is “BILD 1”. 

 

The Zoom link for the IA is the same for their office hours and discussion. 
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Overview:  

In this class we will explore the Inner workings of the Cell! We will explore the structure of 

biomolecules, organelle, proteins, and many cellular processes and cycles. We will also learn 

about the basics of genetics and gene expression. 

 

Textbook: I do not require the textbook, but I loosely base the course off of Campbell Biology 

11th edition. The library cannot offer access to the book for free, but older versions of the text 

are just fine and can be purchased on Amazon or Ebay, if you want a book.  

 

Technology: You need to be able to access Canvas (https://canvas.ucsd.edu/) and the internet 

to complete this course. If you don’t have access to the internet or a computer/tablet, please 

contact vcsa@ucsd.edu. You will likely be able to do most things from a phone, though it may 

be ergonomically challenging . There are apps for Zoom, Canvas, and Google Drive which will be 

useful.  

 

Canvas: I cannot add students to Canvas. You need to contact IT Email servicedesk@ucsd.edu 

Or call Phone: (858) 246-4357. I cannot help you get registered in Canvas or add you manually, it is 

out of my control and you need to go through IT and register properly. 

 

How this class will work: Some parts of this course are synchronous (occurring at a particular 

time, Live, with other people) while other parts are asynchronous (filmed ahead of time, you do 

on your own). However, you still need to complete the asynchronous parts in a timely fashion!  

 

Synchronous Components:  

 

Questions & Meetings with Dr. Butler to ask questions about lecture, course material, 

assignments, etc: I will be available every Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30-9:20 AM 

PST via Zoom to answer questions. THIS is the BEST way to get a hold of me! Answering 

emails is inefficient, and there are few reasons** that you should not be available 

https://canvas.ucsd.edu/
mailto:vcsa@ucsd.edu


during that time as this is when your class was originally scheduled. If you need to 

discuss something privately about a personal issue, we can use a break out room, or this 

is also an acceptable thing to email me about. The meeting ID for these meetings is 

Shannon Rhey Butler is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: BILD 1 Tuesdays Office Hour/Q+A time 

Time: 8:30-9:20 Tu/Th (except first day!) 

https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/445940813?pwd=WE50TnFnUlg0aHdxQ3Jienl6MVpSdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 445 940 813 

Password: bild1fun  

 

Synchronous:  

 

Discussion sections: NO DISCUSSION Week 1!  Unless otherwise stated, you need to 

attend your assigned discussion section, live, on Zoom. This is where you will build 

community! You can find friends to study with! We will do some group projects, so meet 

people here! If you cannot attend your discussion section, you need to email your IA a 

legitimate excuse and make up the activity within 3 days, or as soon as possible given 

your circumstance. You will get points for the activities that you do in Discussion, which 

will sometimes carry over to out of class. IA’s are the point of contact for discussion 

rather than the instructor.  

 

Exams: Exams will be from 8-9:20 am 4 times (3 midterms, 1 final), on a Tuesday or 

Thursday. So, you need to figure out how to be available during these times! See policy 

about taking exams below.  

 

Office hours with IA’s: You can go to ANY office hours! You don't have to go to just your 

IA’s office hour. Asking questions via email is INEFFICIENT for everyone! It is much more 

efficient to ask via zoom and get live help. Each IA will have 1 office hour per week. You 

can go to ANY office hour! It doesn't have to be your IA.  

 

Asynchronous:  

 

Lectures: I will pre-recorded lectures and have them up by (or before) the regularly 

scheduled lecture times. You can watch these at your own pace, BUT I encourage you to 

keep up with them and watch them every Tuesday and Thursday. 

 



Lecture assignments: After each lecture, there is a short lecture assignment on Canvas. 

Each of these assignments are worth 2 points and are graded for thoughtful effort. You 

can gain up to 30 points from these assignments, meaning you could miss 5 with no 

penalty.  These assignments are due Wednesdays and Fridays at NOON PST. Since you 

can miss up to 5, please do not contact the instructor of IAs is you miss one, just 

remember to do it next time! These assignments are meant to keep you on track and 

give us feedback about student understanding. They are also opportunities for you to 

see questions that may appear on an exam. 

 

Slides and course materials: I will be using Canvas to post course material and slides. We will 

also occasionally use google slides/sheets/docs for collaborative work 

 

Schedule: a better copy of this schedule can be found here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lFi9IU_0jrtqmqB-8irC_hf08O2t9APt/view?usp=sharing  

 

I will do my best to stick to the schedule in this syllabus, but there may be slight changes 

(announced ASAP) due to circumstances that are unforeseeable and out of my control. I 

appreciate your flexibility and patience in advance.  

 

 

Grading 

You can receive up to 325 points in this class. The number of points that you receive will be 

divided by the maximum number of points possible to calculate your grade as a percentage. If 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lFi9IU_0jrtqmqB-8irC_hf08O2t9APt/view?usp=sharing


we do not get to all of the activities, the denominator will be adjusted. *Look at schedule above 

for exact grade breakdown* 

  

In general, I use this to determine final grades:  

A 92 - 100 % C+ 78 - 79 %  

A- 90 - 91 % C 72 - 78 %  

B+ 88 - 89 % C- 70 - 71 % 

B 82 - 87 % D 60 - 69 % 

B- 80- 81 % F   0 - 59 % 

 

If you are ill or unable to do certain activity on time, you can be given an extension on a case by 

case by case basis.  

Exams: 

Exams will be given online. They are NOT meant to be open notes/open book, unless told to do 

so. I will give you time limits that make it difficult to have time to look up all the answers, but 

enough time to complete the questions. The exams will be part Multiple Choice/Select All that 

apply, and part Free Response. They will not be cumulative.  

 

I am giving 4 exams. To pass the class, you need to TAKE, and get at least a 50% on, all 4 exams 

UNLESS you have some sort of legitimate excuse of hardship that you talk to me about that 

gives you a direct conflict with the Exam. Please let me know in advance if possible, or as soon 

after if you have something unexpected occur. A legitimate excuse is something unforeseeable 

and out of your control: This pandemic is unforeseeable and out of our control. Being ill, caring 

for someone who is ill.  A lot of things will be out of your control. But please do your best to set 

aside this time during the lecture period for your learning as much as possible. If you are 

dealing with something that makes you unable to physically be at a computer/tablet/ phone 

during the Exam time, LET ME KNOW!  

 

I realize some weeks may be harder than others, so I will take your top 3 exam scores and count 

towards your course grade. SO, even if you are wildly unprepared, if you are ABLE to, just take 

the exams. I will drop your lowest one, but I do need some sort of assessment to demonstrate 

you have engaged with the course material.  

If you are physically unable to be present at a computer during an exam, let me know ASAP.  

 

Given that, here is a summary of  my current policy:  

You must take all 4 exams and get at least a 50% on all of them. Then your top 3 scores will be 

used toward your course grade, as the lowest exam grade will be dropped. You can be excused 

from an exam with a legitimate hardship excuse, which you need to email me about (these are 

efficient things to email! but also happy to chat in Zoom). If you miss 2 exams due to hardship, 



it may be wise to drop the course. This is a hard time for everyone, if you cannot do half of the 

exams, maybe there is a better time in your life to take this course.  

 

I need HONESTY about this lenient policy. Please don’t abuse it. Obviously, some of you are 

going through a lot, the world is being affected in many different ways. Here is what I don't 

want to happen: Student does well on the first 3 exams, and then does nothing in the last 3 

weeks of the quarter. There is essential information for your future classes throughout this 

class, up until the last day, so I would like you to learn it.  

 

Accommodations For Students With Disabilities Students requesting accommodations for this 

course due to a disability must provide a current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter 

issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) which is located in University Center 

202 behind Center Hall. Students are required to present their AFA letters to Faculty (please 

make arrangements to contact me privately) and to the OSD Liaison in the department in 

advance so that accommodations may be arranged. Contact the OSD for further information: 

858.534.4382 (phone) osd@ucsd.edu (email) http://disabilities.ucsd.edu (website) Do this 

within the first week of class. You can choose to use your accommodation or not, but you need 

to decide this up front so that I can accommodate your needs.  

 

Academic integrity Students are expected to do their own work. Cheating will not be tolerated 

and all suspected cases will be handed over to the Academic Integrity Coordinator. Any student 

caught cheating will fail the course. Submitting any material written by someone else (copied 

from a lab member, or from any on-line source) is a violation of academic integrity. For 

information on academic integrity at UCSD: 

https://students.ucsd.edu/academics/academic-integrity/index.html  

 

Flexibility with Add/Drop P/NP due to Covid hardship: 

 

Modification of enrollment deadlines and grading options for spring 2020: 

http://senate.ucsd.edu/current-affairs/news-announcements/covid-19-updates-academic-sena

te-guidance-for-changes-in-campus-operating-status/), the UCSD Academic Senate has made 

some adjustments to deadlines and grading options for Spring 2020 only. Also the Division has 

made some policy decisions for our courses. The most important things to know and do: 

·       The add deadline (when students can add without your permission) is extended to 
the end of Week 3 

·       The drop deadline, without a W, is extended to the end of Week 5. 

·       The undergraduate drop deadline, with a W, is extended to the end of Week 7. 

https://students.ucsd.edu/academics/academic-integrity/index.html
http://senate.ucsd.edu/current-affairs/news-announcements/covid-19-updates-academic-senate-guidance-for-changes-in-campus-operating-status/
http://senate.ucsd.edu/current-affairs/news-announcements/covid-19-updates-academic-senate-guidance-for-changes-in-campus-operating-status/


A letter grade of C- or better translates to a P for a student who elects the P/NP option. 
This option has been granted to provide maximum flexibility, and give students as much 
time as possible to make this choice. 

HOWEVER: I have no idea and no control over how entities outside of UCSD (graduate 
schools, internships, medical schools, etc.) will view P/NP. You CAN request a grade later, but it 
will be the grade you earned. So, consider your choices wisely, I do not know how this will 
affect your future.  

Resources for student support  

The University of California has a lot of resources for students experiencing non-academic 

problems. It is your responsibility to utilize the resources provided to you, but if you have 

trouble accessing these resources, please reach out to me. 

 

Technology: If you don't have a way to access the internet or interact with Canvas, Fill out this 

form: https://eforms.ucsd.edu/view.php?id=490887 

Teaching + Learning Commons The Teaching + Learning Commons offers tutoring, 

consultations, and workshops on learning strategies as well as assistance with writing in the 

Writing + Critical Expression Hub http://commons.ucsd.edu 

SPACES: Book lending service for students  https://booklending.ucsd.edu/  

 

Community Centers: The Campus Community Centers at UC San Diego build community among 

our diverse population of students, faculty and staff members. Each provides a forum to 

increase awareness of social issues, encourage dialogue, build community, improve retention, 

increase outreach and yield, and foster academic success. For a list of the many campus 

community centers, as well as other resources to support students, go to: 

https://diversity.ucsd.edu/centers/index.html  

 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) provides free, confidential, psychological 

counseling and crisis services for registered UCSD students. CAPS also provides a variety of 

groups, workshops, and drop-in forums. For more information, please visit our Counseling 

Services page. https://caps.ucsd.edu/  

 

CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center is the UC San Diego confidential advocacy and 

education office for sexual violence and gender-based violence (dating violence, domestic 

violence, stalking). CARE provides free and confidential services for students, staff and faculty 

impacted by sexual assault, relationship violence and stalking. 

https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/sarc/ 

 

https://eforms.ucsd.edu/view.php?id=490887
http://commons.ucsd.edu/
https://booklending.ucsd.edu/
https://diversity.ucsd.edu/centers/index.html
https://caps.ucsd.edu/
https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/sarc/


Undocumented Student Services Center is committed to serving our undocumented students 

and their families through holistic services. We also advocate for generating a sense of 

community for all students that are undocumented or come from mixed immigration-status 

families. https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/undoc/  

 

Student Veterans Resource Center (SVRC) is committed to ensuring that military affiliated 

students successfully make the transition from the military environment to campus life, and are 

assisted in their progress toward completing their academic degree. In collaboration with other 

University partners, the SVRC seeks to identify and mitigate the barriers to academic success 

that are specific to the military affiliated student community. 

https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/veterans/index.html  

 

The Hub (https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html ) will point you to 

resources to meet your basic needs (nutritious food, stable housing, etc). Some of these 

resources are listed below. I do not know if these resources are available during the campus 

closure, the website has not been updated 

 

Triton Food Pantry: The University of California believes that all students should have access to 

nutritious food. https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html  I do not know if 

these resources are available during the campus closure, the website has not been updated 

 

 

https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/undoc/
https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/veterans/index.html
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html

