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OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE 

In this course we will examine the history, politics and poetics of Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
peace-seeking, and applications to other identity-based conflicts around the world. We will 
explore these topics through the lens of creative conflict engagement theory and practice, 
emphasizing personal and collective narratives and identity. 

Required Texts 

Rothman, J. (1997). Resolving Identity-Based Conflict In Nations Organizations, and 
Communities. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Shehadeh, R. (2017). Where the Line is Drawn: Crossing Boundaries in Occupied 
Palestine. London: Profile Books. 

Waxman, D. (2019). The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: What Everyone Needs to Know. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 

Learning Objectives 

 This course will ideally encourage students to: 

• Build a more complex understanding of Israeli and Palestinian identities and historical 
narratives of the conflict. 

• Appreciate the complexity of the conflict history and paths to peace. 
• Gain understanding of the human dimension of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and creative 

engagement of identity-based conflict there and around the world. 
• Gain skill in reflexive way of thinking, analyzing, and writing about conflict and peace. 
• Contribute to dynamic learning environment, including relationships of mutual respect and 

dialogue within the class. 

Expectations and Grading: 

1. Participation – Students are strongly encouraged to attend or view all classes and sections 
and complete readings before class (If there are challenges to this due to the current health 
crisis, please communicate directly to your assigned TA). 



Part of participation will be keeping a “reflexive journal” about the week’s readings and seminar 
sessions.  Journal entries about readings must be completed on GoogleDocs for the  your TA 
to review by Tuesday night. Reflexive journals about class sessions must be turned in 
by Friday night. Students’ TAs will review these journals during the quarter as a way to monitor 
and support student learning and experience. TAs will meet with each student individually to 
discuss the journals.   

During the quarter students will write short reflexive essays to three prompts (see 
syllabus).  While pass/fail, students must get at least 7 out of 10 points to pass (see reflexive 
writing rubrics at bottom on syllabus). If they do not pass, they may be invited by their TAs to re-
do their work.  

On weeks where a paper is due, a Friday journal entry is not required. 

Participation is worth 35% of students’ total grade. 

2. Midterm - 20% of grade. 
3. Final paper - Students will complete an 8-10 page reflexive paper synthesizing key insights 

from their reflexive journal about readings and class sessions and the four reflexive paper 
assignments. Students will pick an identity-based conflict to organize their paper around. 
The main questions they will answer in this paper are: What makes this an identity-based 
conflict? Why is it important? How might it be transformed into identity-based cooperation? 
Why is this relevant to me? This will account for 30% of their final grade. 

4. Individual/Group Presentation - In addition to these papers and based generally on them, 
students will be encouraged to join with other students within their sections and prepare a 
joint 10 minute Ted-like Talk for presentation in sectional sessions. These collective 
presentations will be worth 15% of each students’ grade. 

Summary of Course Requirements and Evaluation 

1. Reflexive journals and short writing assignments, Class/Sectional Preparation and 
Participation: 35% of total grade. 

2. Mid-Term Exam: 20% of total grade. 
3. Final Paper: 30% of total grade. 
4. Group project presentations: 15% of total grade. 

Summary of Assignments 

1. Reflexive Journal Papers – every Tuesday midnight (reading response); Friday midnight 
(class responses) 

2. Short Reflexive papers - Sessions 4, 11 & 20. 
3. In-Class Mid-Term – Week 9. 
4. Project Presentation – Last two weeks of class in sections. 
5. Final Paper Reflexive Synthesis- due one week after final class meeting.  An outline for the 

final paper is due by session 12. 

Guidelines 

Virtual Classroom Etiquette: As much as possible, please try to arrive online at each session on 
time and well-prepared. Despite the obvious distractions of being online, we strongly encourage 
all students to not multi-task during class sessions, but rather stay focused and together. 



Absence and extensions: Make-up exams and extensions on assignments can be arranged in 
consultation with TAs. 

Assignments will be turned in through Turnitin via Canvas. Students are expected to do their 
own original work - both reading and writing. Plagiarism of any kind will result in a failing grade 
(please review UCSD guidelines about academic integrity hereLinks to an external site.). For a 
note on respect for intellectual property please review this footnote. [1] 

  

SEMINAR SCHEDULE (expect change!) 

Session One, March 30th:  Introduction and overview. 

Session Two, April 1st:  Identity-Based Conflict and Cooperation: What, Why and How? 

Reading: Text - Rothman, J. (2012) Preface and Chapter One. pp. 1-21. 

Session Three, April 6th:  History and Context of Conflict 

Reading: Waxman text (preface – chapter 2, pp. xi-62) 

Guest speaker: Professor Dov Waxman, UCLA 

Session Four, April 8th: Mythology of Origins and Descent 

Reading:  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and Conflict Resolution: From Needs and 
Narratives to Negotiation (Links to an external site.) 

Reflexive paper assignment #1: 

What: Write your own biography of origins and descent (around 2-3 pages). 

Why: To give you reflexive experience with narrative rendering of personal history and its 
power.       

How: Follow Anthony Smith’s 6-staged model of “Mythology of Origins and Descent” (as 
illustrated in second half of this essay linked above): 1) origins in time and space, 2) ancestry 
and descent, 3) migrations and liberations, 4) golden ages, 5) current sad decline and 6) future 
rebirth. 

Session Five, April 13th: War 

Reading: Waxman, chapter Three (pp 63-104), Khalidi, R. (Intro – The  Iron Cage: The Story of 
the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood, pp. ix-xlii). 

Session Six, April 15th: TAs Host Additional Office Hours 

Session Seven, April 20th: Palestinian-Israeli Peace Encounters– Multi Track 
Diplomacy  1. Lazarus, N. A Future for Israeli-Palestinian Peacebuilding (Links to an external 
site.) chapters 1-3, pp. 1-37. 3. 2. Review efforts of various Israeli/Palestinian Co-existence 
efforts (i.e. Seeds for Peace: https://slate.com/human-interest/2001/11/ned-lazarus-entry-
1.html (Links to an external site.); Hands of Peace: https://handsofpeace.org/ (Links to an 
external site.) Kids for Peace: https://k4p.org/ (Links to an external site.) and more to be self-
discovered on the internet (put in Arab-Jewish conflict resolution). 

http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/2
https://canvas.ucsd.edu/courses/13228/assignments/syllabus#_ftn1
https://origins.osu.edu/article/new-view-israeli-palestinian-conflict-needs-and-narratives-negotiation
https://origins.osu.edu/article/new-view-israeli-palestinian-conflict-needs-and-narratives-negotiation
http://www.bicom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/A-future-for-Israeli-Palestinian-peacebuilding-FINAL.pdf
http://www.bicom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/A-future-for-Israeli-Palestinian-peacebuilding-FINAL.pdf
https://slate.com/human-interest/2001/11/ned-lazarus-entry-1.html
https://slate.com/human-interest/2001/11/ned-lazarus-entry-1.html
https://handsofpeace.org/
https://handsofpeace.org/
https://k4p.org/


Guest speaker: Prof. Ned Lazarus, George Washington University. 

Reflexive paper assignment #2 - Write a 1-2 page reflexive essay on My Hope in a world of 
conflict and COVID19; due Friday, April 24th, 11:59 pm.  

Session Eight, Session Eight, April 22nd: Peace-seeking  

Readings: 1. Waxman, chapter 4 (pp 105-155); Serkan Kara, "A Theory of Protracted Social 
Conflict" https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324507082_A_THEORY_OF_PROTRACTE
D_SOCIAL_CONFLICT (Links to an external site.)  

Session Nine, April 27th:  Confrontation and Connection 

Readings: 1. Waxman, chapter 5 (pp. 155-211); Shehadeh, Chapters 1-4 pp 1-78. “Four 
Conflicting Visions,” Yedidia Stern (2018) https://en.idi.org.il/articles/23298 (Links to an external 
site.) 

Session Ten, April 29th: Israeli Day of Independence (Yom Haaztmaute); Palestinian Day 
of Disaster (Nakhba) 

Readings:  Israeli Day of Independence https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yom-
haatzmaut-israel-independence-day/ (Links to an external site.);  Palestinian 
Nahkba https://imeu.org/article/quick-facts-the-palestinian-nakba (Links to an external site.) 

Session Eleven, May 4th:  National Identity and Conflict Resolution 

Readings: 1. Kelman, H. (2001). The role of national identity in conflict resolution: Experiences 
from Israeli-Palestinian problem-solving workshops (Links to an external site.). 2. Rothman, J. 
“The Human Dimension in Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations,” The Jerusalem Journal of 
International Relations, Vol. 14, #3, Sept. 1992 

Session Twelve, May 6th: Mid-term and course review 

Session Thirteen, May 11th: Identity-Based Conflict Engagement 

Readings: 1. Rothman (1997), Chapters 2-4  

Session Fourteen, May 13th: On Jerusalem 

Readings: 1. Shehadeh, chapters 8-12 (pp. 119-179), 2. Rothman, “Pieces of Peace in the City 
of Peace.”  (In class watch Film by Carol Grossman: Jerusalem Stories) 

Session Fifteen, May 18th: Lessons in Angst and Empathy -  Jerusalem 

Guest speaker: Prof. Scott Bollens, UCI. 

Reading: Bollens (2018), “Bordered City, Bounded Mind Soul Trekking in the World’s Divided 
Cities (Preface and Jerusalem Excerpts) 

Session Sixteen, May 20th: Grassroots efforts for peace in Jerusalem 

Guest speaker: Charlene Seidle, Executive Vice President, Leichtag Foundation. 

Readings: TBA 

Session Seventeen, May 22nd:  From Identity-Based Conflict to Cooperation 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324507082_A_THEORY_OF_PROTRACTED_SOCIAL_CONFLICT
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324507082_A_THEORY_OF_PROTRACTED_SOCIAL_CONFLICT
https://en.idi.org.il/articles/23298
https://en.idi.org.il/articles/23298
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yom-haatzmaut-israel-independence-day/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yom-haatzmaut-israel-independence-day/
https://imeu.org/article/quick-facts-the-palestinian-nakba
https://scholar.harvard.edu/hckelman/publications/role-national-identity-conflict-resolution-experiences-israeli-palestinian-pro
https://scholar.harvard.edu/hckelman/publications/role-national-identity-conflict-resolution-experiences-israeli-palestinian-pro


Reading: 1. Shehadeh, chapters 5-7 (pp 89-118) Rothman (1997). Chapter 5 and conclusion. 

 (May 25th no class for memorial day) 

Session Eighteen, May 27th : Fostering Identity-Based Cooperation in Practice 

Readings: Shehadeh, Chapter 14 (pp. 205-228); Kronish, R. “The Context – Peacemaking and 
Peacebuilding [in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict].” 

Session Nineteen , June 1st  Review 

Session Twenty June 3rd Dialogue about taking lessons with you 

Reflexive Essay (2-3 pages due before final class): Summarize your experience in 
this course and write about “Taking it home - Identity Conflict and Me: What I think, feel, and 
want to do about it in my life, now.” 

Final paper due June 10th 

 

Rubric for Reflexive Journal 

  

Category   Points earned Comments 

Reflexivity 

Point Values  5 

  

  

  

  

Writing reflects 
personally engaged, 
thoughtful responses 
(e.g. why this is or is 
not interesting or 
relevant to me), which 
are linked to the 
student's own life and 
experiences. It also 
connects student's 
experiences to the 
course material and 
content. 

    

  

Technical Quality 
and Mastery of 
content 

  

Point Value 3 

  

Entry includes 
references to assigned 
or optional readings 
and gives full citations 
and references 
regarding them. 

    



  

  

  

Fluency of 
expression 

  

Point Value 2 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Entry is well 
constructed with good 
grammar, sentence 
structure, spelling, etc. 
In short, it should be 
well written, and of high 
academic quality (while 
still being first person). 

    

[1] Intellectual property in remote instruction (drawn from UCSD policy) 

The lectures and course materials (including those of our guest lecturers), including PowerPoint 
presentations, tests, outlines, and similar materials, are protected by U.S. copyright law and by 
University policy. Professor Rothman is the exclusive owners of the copyrights of those 
materials created for this class. You may take notes and make copies of course materials for 
your own use. You may also share those materials with another student who is enrolled in or 
auditing this course. 

You may not reproduce, distribute or display (post/upload) lecture notes or recordings or course 
materials in any other way — whether or not a fee is charged — without the appropriate express 
prior written consent of Professor Rothman. You also may not allow others to do so. 

If you do so, you may be subject to student conduct proceedings under the UC San Diego 
Student Code of Conduct. 

Similarly, you own the copyright in your original papers and exam essays. If we are interested in 
posting your answers or papers on the course web site, or sharing them in any other way, I will 
ask for your prior permission to do so. 

https://canvas.ucsd.edu/courses/13228/assignments/syllabus#_ftnref1

