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ETHN/CGS 187: Latinx Sexualities  
Wednesdays 5-7:50pm | Sequoia Hall 148 

Course Syllabus | UCSD Spring 2019 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 

Melissa M. Hidalgo, Ph. D. mhidalgo@ucsd.edu Home Plate (between SSB and 
RIMAC), Wednesdays 230-430pm 

General Course Information 

Description 

What does Latinx mean? What came before? And what does sexuality have to do with it? We will 

explore these and other questions related to the construction and articulation of Latino/a/x 

sexualities across time and geographies. Using interdisciplinary and comparative perspectives and 

engaging a variety of academic, literary, and other cultural texts, we will investigate how sexuality is 

shaped by family formations, the nation-state, colonial histories, and decolonial desires. We will 

center how practices of sexuality (undertaken everyday) can challenge systems of oppression (racism, 

poverty, homophobia, patriarchy) while creating unique forms of knowledge that are/have been 

necessary for survival and expression. We will discuss how class, citizenship, immigration, political 

identity, and norms of ethnicity, race, and gender determine the construction, expression, 

representation, and lived experiences of Latinx sexualities in the contemporary US and beyond. 

Expectations and Goals 

The central goal of this course is to teach students how to critically examine sexuality, sexual 

expression, and sexual constructs in Latinx communities as important sites of knowledge production in 

the US and beyond. Our readings will be challenging. I expect everyone to devote time and effort to 

complete the readings and understand their concepts, arguments, and political stakes. We will engage 

in classroom activities and exercises to help students refine their critical reading, writing, and class 

discussion skills. By the end of the course, students will be able to:  

 Grasp how sexuality has been used as a form of governance  
 Understand the historical creation of deviance and norms  
 Acquire nuanced insights to the historical experiences of Latinas/os/x in the US  
 Gain a deeper knowledge of queer theories and lived experiences 
 Apply new collaboration and presentation skills with classmates 
 Use certain “keywords” and recognize their theoretical conceptions across disciplines, texts, 

and in cultural representations of Latinx sexualities 



Page 2 

Required Course Materials: Reading, Viewing, Listening 

Purchase, Rent, Borrow  

 Ana Castillo, Give It to Me (2014) (novel) 

Access via streaming services (nominal fee) 

Although I will screen selected episodes of Vida and One Day At A Time in class, I highly recommend 

that you plan to watch these episodes on your own for further study. You may have to pay a small fee 

to do so if you don’t already have Prime and Netflix.  

The film Bruising for Besos (2016), directed by Adelina Anthony, will be screened in class in Week 8. 

This film is not yet available for purchase or streaming, so it will be mandatory for everyone to be in 

class on screening day. 

Access via TritonEd or UCSD library e-book (no extra fee) 

Additional required readings and other texts will be linked in TritonEd; those not linked or posted on 

TritonEd can accessed electronically via your UCSD library account. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Subject to change. All readings and assignments due on the day listed below. Please plan ahead. 

Week, Date Required Readings and Texts  Take note: 

Week 1 

April 3 

Course introduction: Latinx sexualities 

 

Read for next week and bring          

your questions for group 

work. 

Week 2 

April 10 

READ: N.M. Guidotti-Hernández, “Affective communities 

and millennial desires: Latinx, or why my computer won’t 

recognize Latina/o” (2017); R.A. Gutíerrez, “A History of 

Latina/o Sexualities” (2009); and P. Mitchell, “Making 

Sex Matter: Histories of Latina/o Sexualities, 1898-1965” 

              In-class writing 

today. 

Week 3 

April 17 

READ: M. Foucault, “We ‘Other Victorians’” and “The 

Incitement to Discourse” in The History of Sexuality, Vol. 

I: An Introduction (1978) (pp. 1-35) 

 

Week 4 

April 24 

 

 

 

 

WATCH AHEAD: Tortilla Soup (2001) on Kanopy. WATCH 

IN CLASS: S1: E1, Vida (STARZ) and S1: E13, One Day at 

a Time (NETFLIX)  

READ: J.M. Rodríguez, “Sexuality” Keyword; R.T. 

Rodríguez, “Family” Keyword (NYU Press, 2017); and G. 

González-López, “Heterosexuality Exposed: Some 

Feminist Sociological Reflections on Heterosexual Sex and 

Romance in U.S. Latina/o Communities”  

                Response #1 due. 

Upload to TritonEd by 9pm on 

Friday, 4/26. 
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Week, Date Required Readings and Texts  Take note: 

Week 5 

May 1 

WATCH AHEAD: La Mission (2009) ($1.99 on YouTube and 

other online vendors) 

READ: L. Cantú, “Entre Hombres/Between Men: Latino 

Masculinities and Homosexualities” and H.N. Roque 

Ramírez, “Gay Latino Cultural Citizenship: Predicaments 

of Identity and Visibility in San Francisco in the 1990s” 

              Midterm next week     

covers Week 2-5 material. It 

will be a combination of 

multiple choice and short 

answers. 

 

Week 6 

May 8 

MIDTERM ASSIGNMENT. Stay home and do your midterm! 

Upload to TritonEd by 9pm tonight. No class meeting. 

                 Novel for next 

week. 

Week 7 

May 15 

READ: Ana Castillo, Give It to Me (2014) + book review on 

The Rumpus (LINK) 

RECOMMENDED: M. Muñoz-Laboy and C. Yon Leau, 

“Boundaries and Bisexuality: Reframing the Discourses on 

Latina/o Bisexualities” 

 

Week 8 

May 22 

WATCH IN CLASS: Brusing for Besos (2016) 

READ: Interview with writer and director, Adelina 

Anthony (LINK), and selections from E. Pérez, The 

Decolonial Imaginary: Writing Chicanas into History 

(1999). Also: “Queer,” “Sexuality” Keywords revisited. 

Also: Ozomatli, “Gay Vatos in 

Love” song + video (LINK) 

Week 9 

May 29 

Moonlight + AfroLatinx, AfroCaribbean sexualities.  

Last 30 mins.: meet with groups for presentations Wk. 10 

 

Response #2 due.  

Upload to T’Ed by 9pm Fri. 

5/30. 

Week 10 

June 5 

Last class meeting. 

Presentations. 

Please complete the course 

evaluation online. 

Finals week 

June 12 

Final assignment due Wed. 6/12 

Upload to TritonEd by 9pm. 

Congratulations, Grads! 

Happy Summertime to All! 

APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1: Course Policies, Expectations, Ground Rules, and Etiquette 

 Student Advisory: This course contains materials of a sensitive nature, including sexual 

situations, violence, adult language, and other content, and is intended for a mature audience 

only. 

 Students can expect a mix of lectures, seminar-type class discussions, close readings of texts, 
film/video screenings, music listening, and student-led activities. I will expect all students to 
arrive to each class on time and prepared to participate. 
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 Unless explicitly part of an assignment or a class activity, please stow away your phones and 
other iDevices while you’re in class. Refrain from surfing the web, checking/responding to 
emails, texting, and other non-course-related uses of electronic devices while in class—it’s a 
small class, and I can see you.  
 

 Also, please refrain from using laptop computers and handheld devices for notetaking in 
class. Studies show that students retain more information when they are required to listen and 
pay attention to lectures and discussion and write down pertinent information. Bring your 
texts, a notebook, and pen/pencil for the work we’ll do together. If you have a documented 
requirement for other accommodations, please see me. 
 

 Starting Week 2, my office hours are on Wednesdays from 2:30-4:30pm at Home Plate 
(between SSB and RIMAC). This time is set aside for you! Come see me for extra help, if you 
have questions, or want to chat about the course. So that I know to expect you, please email 
me at least 24 hours ahead of time to schedule an appointment. If you have a schedule 
conflict and cannot make my regular OH (and also because I don’t live locally and I’m only on 
campus on the day I teach), I also offer Skype sessions (24-hr email notice also applies). 
 

 Practice good email etiquette by including an appropriate address (for example, “Dear 
Professor Hidalgo,” or “Hello, Profe”) and a clearly conveyed message. When emailing me, 
please include the course title, your name, and a clear subject in the subject line.  
 

 Because lots can happen in 10 weeks, timelines and material are subject to change. If I do 
make changes, I will announce it in class and post syllabus updates on TritonEd. It is your 
responsibility to keep up with any changes to our game plan.  
 

 As for attendance, everyone gets one ‘freebie’ absence. You don’t have to explain to me your 
‘freebie.’ After your one ‘freebie,’ absences will mean point deductions. If you have a 
situation or emergency that comes up or will otherwise impact your regular attendance and 
participation in this class, please let me know sooner rather than later to discuss your options. 
I’m here to help you get the most out of this class. 
 

 Good attendance also means arriving on time! I value our limited classroom time together, and 
I would hope you all do, too. Constant tardiness (or leaving early) is just as harmful to your 
grade as missing class, and in small classrooms like ours, it’s especially disruptive. Again, 
please keep the lines of communication open with me if you have a situation that prevents your 
full presence and participation in class.  
 

 There are many ways to earn participation points in this class. Regular involvement in class 
discussion and group participation in activities are usually the most common. When you do say 
something in class, make sure it’s a contribution: ground your insights, questions, and 
comments in the course materials; engage with your classmates in productive ways that 
advance or expand the conversation. Stay on topic. If you are a shy person and do not feel as 
comfortable as others speaking in class, you can make up for this by seeing me in office hours 
for a chat, which also counts toward participation. You may also email me your questions or 
observations about the readings or lectures; post questions or comments for your classmates 
on TritonEd discussion boards; or bring something to ‘share’ in class and connect to the 
material; etc.  

 

 I will accept late assignments up to one calendar week of the original due date. Please note 
that one point will be deducted each calendar day the assignment is late. I will not accept 
any assignments more than one week late. If you have an emergency, contact me ASAP. 
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Appendix 2: Assignments and Grade Weight 

All students must complete the following assignments for a course grade. Handouts detailing 

instructions and criteria for each assignment will be posted in TritonEd. 

 Two Response Papers (10 points each)   20 points 

 Midterm Assignment       20 points 

 Class work: participation, homework, activities  15 points 

 Final Presentation (w/partner)    20 points 

 Final Course Reflection (individual)    15 points 

 Attendance       10 points 

TOTAL: 100 points 

For grade scales and what they mean, see the handout in T’Ed. 

Appendix 3: Student Conduct, University Policies, and Department Information 

 

There are many UCSD campus policies governing student conduct, and we ask that everyone adhere to 
the university's expectations for student conduct.  
 
ETHN/CGS 187 is a course that engages issues that may be uncomfortable and/or controversial. We ask 
that everyone be respectful of one another's viewpoints and that everyone adhere to the university's 
expectations for student conduct. Ethnic slurs, anti-immigrant, classist, racist, sexist and homophobic 
remarks, and religious diatribes/hate speech will not be acceptable commentary for this course, and 
appropriate action will be taken if these things occur. Students will be held to the university-wide 
policies established for Student Conduct. I’ve linked these important University policies and 
procedures in our TritonEd pages. Please review those pages, particularly the parts about student 
conduct, plagiarism/cheating, and campus emergencies. 
 
Want to major (or minor) in Ethnic Studies? Many students take an Ethnic Studies course because the 
topic is of great interest or because of a need to fulfill a social science, non-contiguous, or other 
college requirement. Often students have taken three or four classes out of “interest,” yet have no 
information about the major or minor and don’t realize how close they are to a major, a minor, or 
even a double major. An Ethnic Studies major is excellent preparation for a career in law, public 
policy, government and politics, journalism, education, public health, social work, international 
relations, and many other careers. If you would like information about the Ethnic Studies major or 
minor at UCSD, please contact Mónica Rodriquez de Cabaza, our Ethnic Studies Undergraduate Advisor, 
at 858-534-3277 or ethnicstudies@ucsd.edu 
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