
ANTH 43. Biology and Culture of Race. 
Spring 2018 

Professor Amy L. Non 
Contact Info: 
Email: alnon@ucsd.edu  
Meeting Times: Tues/Thurs, 11am-12:20pm 
Location: Peterson 103 
Office Hours: Tues, Thurs 1-2 or by appointment  
Office Phone: 858-822-2612 
 
TA: Elizabeth Clausing 
Office hours: Wednesdays, 2:30 – 3:30pm 
Email: eclausin@ucsd.edu.  
Please first contact Elizabeth for any questions related to homework or paper 
assignments, or any confusion over class content, and please contact the professor 
primarily regarding questions related to class content.  
 
Course Description: This course examines conceptions of race from both evolutionary 
and socio-cultural perspectives. We will examine current patterns of human genetic 
variation and critically examine how these patterns map onto current conceptions of race. 
The second part of the course will focus on the history of the race concept in the US, the 
social construction of race, and the experiences and consequences of racism and 
discrimination on health. The final part of the course explores and critically examines the 
ways in which biomedical researchers and physicians use racial categories today. 

Course Objectives: By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

• Describe theory, data, and methods used by biological anthropologists to study 
human genetic and biological variation 

• Understand, discuss, and critique biological and social concepts of human race 
and their implications 

• Understand the social process through which racial identity is assigned. 
• Compare the current American racial worldview to other society’s (and times’) 

views of human diversity. 
• Critically analyze the role of race in modern biomedical research and in the media 
• Understand, discuss, and critique primary scientific literature. 

Course design/format: 
This course is designed for first and second year undergraduate students who are 
interested in understanding and critically assessing biological and sociocultural 
perspectives of race (though upper level students are also welcome). The course format 
will be a combination of lecture, discussion, and in class activities.  There will be no 
separate meeting for a discussion section.  
 
Syllabus Change Policy: This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change 

mailto:eclausin@ucsd.edu


with advanced notice. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Participation 
Participation: Students will be expected to participate actively in class discussions. Be 
prepared to offer one brief comment and ask one question based on the readings for each 
day you attend, and bring the readings with you to class. Anyone in attendance may be 
asked to share their comment and/or question. Your participation grade will be calculated 
based on your question/comment on the assigned reading that you will be asked to turn in 
a few random times throughout the course.  

Homework Exercises: 
2 short homework projects will be assigned. The first assignment is an ethnographic 
interview on racial identity and categorization, in which you will write a 2 page paper 
that describes how individuals come to have a particular racial identity. The second 
project entails consideration of how scientists work to untangle the role of multiple 
factors in causing racial disparities in disease prevalence and mortality. For this 
assignment, you will read one or two specified articles on a particular health disparity and 
individually complete a set of questions following class group discussions. These 
homeworks are together worth 25% of your grade. 
 
Midterm Paper: At the midpoint in the semester, a 3 page single spaced paper will be 
due. This paper will discuss whether you think race is a meaningful descriptor of human 
biological variation, based on the readings and discussions in the class. This paper is 
worth 25% of your grade. 
 
Research Project: (In groups of 5)  
A final research project, presented in the form of a 5 page single-spaced paper, will be 
due on the last day of class. This project will involve an investigation of a specific “race-
based” disease that has been historically (or currently) racially stereotyped (e.g. sickle 
cell anemia, Tay Sachs, schizophrenia, prostate cancer, hypertension, obesity, diabetes, 
birth complications, other disease of your choice, besides the disease you chose for the 
earlier homework assignment). Student groups will write one joint 5 page single spaced 
report explaining the race-based medical history of the disease (e.g. what role did race 
play in the history of discovery/research, diagnoses and/or treatment of the disease, both 
in the past and present). Your paper should also include alternative explanations (besides 
genetics) for the racial disparity in prevalence of the disease. Finally, you should discuss 
evidence-based recommendations for medical doctors about how race should be used in 
future diagnoses or treatments of your chosen disease. Your final paper (25%) is due on 
the last day of class, June 7th . On the last two days of class, your group will be asked to 
give a 5 min presentation of your report.   
 
Grading: Final grades will be determined by the following five categories: 
1) Class Participation (based on questions/comments) (25%) 
2) 2 Homework Exercises (25%) 
3) Midterm Paper (25%) 



4) Final Project (25%) 
 
In converting your numerical average to a letter grade, fractions will be rounded to the 
nearest whole number and the following scale will apply: 
97-100%=A+, 94-96%=A, 90-93=A-, 87-89%=B+, 83-86%=B, 80-82=B-, 77-79%=C+, 
73-76=C, 70-72%=C-, 67-69%=D+,  63-66=D,  60-62%=D-,  60%=F. 
 
Reading Material:  
Reading assignments will be drawn from the following books:  

1. Barbara A. Koenig, Sarah S. Richardson, Sandra S. Lee. Revisiting Race in a 
Genomic Age, Edition: 08. New Jersey: Rutgers University Press. 

2. Alan Goodman, Yolanda Moses, Joseph Jones.  Race: Are we so different. Edition 
12. Wiley, John and Sons, Inc.  

3. Peter Wade. 2015. Race: An Introduction. Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 

Additionally, scientific articles will be assigned and posted online each week. If students 
know of additional articles or topics that they would like to discuss, please contact 
me.  
 
Class attendance policy: Students are expected to attend all classes and to arrive on 
time. Attendance will not be taken, but you are likely to miss important instructions 
regarding class activities and homework assignments, and you will miss turning in the 
occasionally collected question/comment on the day’s readings, which contributes to 
your participation grade. 
 
Computer/Cell Phone/Recording policy: Computers are allowed in class, so you can 
access the readings or look up facts relevant to discussion, but if I see people checking 
email or surfing the web, this will change. Class discussions/lectures should not be 
recorded in any manner without special permission. All cell phones must be turned off 
during class. 
 
Strategies for success: 
It is important to complete all the readings on time and it is best to do the readings 
throughout the week. In this way, you have time to think about and process the 
information during the week and in between different readings. It is expected that you 
will re-read anything you do not understand the first time.  During your reading, you 
should take copious notes. 
 
Ask for help in taking notes, comprehending the material, or preparing any of the 
assignments – I am available during office hours, you can schedule an appointment 
outside of office hours, and I am always available by email. 
 
 
 



Late assignment policy: 
Assignments are due on the assigned day. If extraordinary circumstances (such as illness 
or family emergency) prevent you from completing an assignment on time, please 
communicate with the instructor or TA about the delay, ideally before the due date. 
Otherwise, assignments will be accepted late, but with a penalty. For each academic 
calendar day that a major assignment is late, it will receive 10% off the final mark; no 
papers accepted after 5 academic calendar days late; extended delays must be discussed 
with me. 

Incomplete Policy 

If you are falling behind at any point in the course, please talk with me about your 
situation as soon as possible. My door (and inbox) are always open to this conversation; 
an appeal for help is always preferred over not communicating (“radio silence”) or half-
hearted attempts to complete the assigned work. If some extraordinary circumstance 
makes it impossible to complete on time, limited extensions may be granted through an 
incomplete grade at the instructor’s sole discretion. Students requesting an incomplete 
must provide a timetable for completion of the course requirements before the incomplete 
is approved. 

Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you require accommodation due to a 
disability, please make an appointment during my office hours so that we may discuss 
your needs. Students requesting classroom accommodation must first apply for services 
through the Office for Students with Disabilities 
(OSD). https://disabilities.ucsd.edu/students/index.html  

Academic Integrity 
All UCSD students are required to adhere to the Policy on Integrity of 
Scholarship.  Please take the time to read the Policy found 
here: http://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/Appendices/2. The 
policy applies to all work done in this class.  Your questions/comments, writing, and 
homework should be your own work. Plagiarism or cheating will result in an “F” for 
the assignment and may be reported to the Academic Integrity Office for further 
action. 
 
The following definitions are designed to clarify the meaning of these words: 

Cheating is the attempted or unauthorized use of materials, information, notes, study aids, 
devices or communication during an academic exercise. Examples include but are not 
limited to: 

1. Copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy 
your work 

2. Unauthorized collaborating on a take home assignment or examination 
3. Using unauthorized notes during a closed book examination 
4. Using unauthorized electronic devices during an examination 
5. Changing a corrected assignment and returning it for more credit 
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6. Submitting substantial portions of the same paper to two classes without consulting 
the second instructor 

7. Allowing others to research and write assigned papers, including the use of 
commercial term paper services 
 

While collaboration in working out the meaning of course readings is encouraged, you 
should not work with other students on any individual assignment. Invest the necessary 
time to be able to provide your own answers. While you are encouraged to use one another 
as resources for finding resources and references, your words and thoughts must be your 
own, based on your own reading of the materials.  

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writing as your own, 
such as: 

• Copying another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and 
footnotes (a functional limit is four or more words taken from the work of another) 

• Closely paraphrasing another person’s presentation of an issue without crediting 
them 

• Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without 
acknowledging them 

• Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework assignments 
 

The opposite of plagiarism is proper attribution. As the Chicago Manual of Style (16th 
edition, 13.3, 13.5) observes: 

• “Whether quoting, paraphrasing, or using others’ ideas to advance their own 
arguments, authors should give explicit credit to the source of those words or ideas. 
This credit often takes the form of a formal citation incorporated into a note or 
parenthetical reference.” 

• However, “commonly known or readily verifiable facts, proverbs, and other 
familiar expressions can be stated without quotation or attribution unless the 
wording is taken directly from another source.” 
 

 
Lastly, and most importantly, every assignment in this course has its purpose to 
encourage you to reach your own synthesis of the ideas involved and to formulate and 
express your own opinions and perspectives. The value of your writing for this class—and 
for yourself—ultimately depends on cultivating this ability, for which no amount of well-
cited facts and wise opinions of others can be a substitute. 
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