
HITO 196    History Honors Seminar    Fall 2019 

 

Fridays 2 - 4:50 in H & SS         Professor Schneewind                     

Office hours, in H&SS 3062, Mon and Tues 1-3 and by appointment  (858) 822-0814 

Mailbox: H&SS 5012, faculty lounge                  sschneewind@ucsd.edu 

 

To guide the research and writing of your senior honors thesis, this course presents manuals of 

historiographical practice and an overview of modern historical practice paired with exemplary 

history articles and books on various time-places and topics. We will discuss the readings both in 

their own terms and as lessons applied to the thesis project. You will also work with classmates 

as you create a prospectus to guide your writing next term. The completed thesis (30-50 pages, 

double-spaced, 12-point type) falls due at the end of the Winter quarter: no exceptions. You will 

give your advisor the assignments listed here, but they may also ask for other things. 

Course Reading.  

J.W. Davidson and M.H. Lytle. After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection, 6th ed.    

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre   

Gordon Harvey, Writing with Sources: A Guide for Students   

George Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century: From Scientific History to the 

Post-Modern Challenge, 2nd ed.    

Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History    

Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, The Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848; first published in 

English in 1850; most common translation Engels and Samuel Moore, 1910). Find one! 

Coursepack. Most of the articles are in here.   

 

Student Responsibilities:  

• Do all the reading before class. Take notes on paper (not just in the book) about the main 

point(s) of the text, how the author uses sources, and how the argument is structured. 

• Arrive on time to every class, bring the reading and your notes, and take notes as we discuss. 

(No computers in class.) I expect active, intelligent, civil, informed participation. If you must 

miss class, please send me a page of thoughts about the day’s readings to make up the session, 

and get the notes from a classmate. Students will also take turns leading discussion. [30%]  

• A reading journal (at least 15 pages). Write before class, to process the readings after you 

have taken notes. Do the readings clarify the historiography on your topic? Do you see new 

ways to read your primary sources? Might the structure of argument work for you? Can you 

learn from the style? After class, write again: Did discussion change your mind or raise new 

thoughts? Any legible format is fine. I will assess the journal at least twice [30%]. 

• Work towards your thesis, as listed below [40%].  Hand these assignments in to me and to 

your advisor. Often you’ll need to bring extra copies to discuss with a small group.  

• Check our class website for some readings, announcements, discussion and whatnot.  

• Follow the Policy on Academic Integrity and the guidelines in Writing with Sources.  

• If you need help or have questions, contact me immediately so we can find a solution.  

• If you need academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Office for Students with 

Disabilities. I will support accommodation requests approved by OSD. 

• The UCSD Library offers workshops on managing citations, Refworks, and EndNote.   

Sign up at: http://libraries.ucsd.edu/services/instruction/workshops-at-the-library.html 



**The syllabus and schedule may change somewhat.** 

 

Week Zero Sept 27: Starting Off 

Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History, through Chapter 4  

Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Prologue, chapter 13 

   

Week One Oct 4: Ancient History, Modern History, Whose History? 

Harvey, Writing with Sources  

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, introduction 

Herodotus and Thucydides, selections in coursepack 

Sima Qian, excerpts from “Autobiographical Preface” to the Shi ji and from “Letter to Ren An” 

Jamaica Kincaid, “In History,” Callaloo 20.1 (1997): 1-7 

→ List 10-12 secondary sources (articles and books) you will read or consult on your topic. Read 

one of them carefully and write down: How does it relate to your topic? What is the author’s 

main argument? How does s/he use evidence? What questions does the article raise for you? 

 

Week Two Oct 11: Foundations of Modern History   

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, Part I, “The Early Phase”   

Leopold von Ranke, “On the Character of Historical Science,” (1830s) trans. Wilma A. Iggers  

Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, The Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848; first published in 

English in 1850; most common translation Engels and Samuel Moore, 1910) 

Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapters 2, 4, 6, 10  

→List 3-5 primary sources you will read for your topic. Read one (or part of one, if long) 

carefully. Write down a paraphrase of each sentence, and what questions that process raised for 

you. Summarize the source. Note other questions it raises and how it fits with what you know. 

→ Email a paragraph about your topic to rare book librarian Heather Smedberg. 

 

Week Three Oct 18: History After Marx 

We will meet in the Rare Book Room in the Library. 

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, Part II, “The Challenge of the Social Sciences” 

Mark Philp, “Foucault,” in Quentin Skinner, editor, The Return of Grand Theory in the Human 

Sciences (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 67-81 

Marc Bloch, Feudal Society, pp. 123-142 “The Solidarity of the Kindred Group,” and “The 

Character and Vicissitudes of the Tie of Kinship”   

E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, Chapters 6 & 7, “Exploitation” and 

“The Field Labourers” pp. 213-233 

→ What is your research question now? Why does it matter for the place-time (e.g. Augustan 

Rome) and why does it matter for the larger subject (e.g. sports)?   

 

Week Four Oct 25: Micro-History  

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, Chapters 8, “Lawrence Stone and ‘The Revival 

of Narrative’” and 9, “From Macro- to Micro-History: The History of Everyday Life” 

Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, chapter 5  

Optional: Schneewind, A Tale of Two Melons: Emperor and Subject in Ming China 

→ As you read the secondary literature, work out which scholars is responding to whom and 

how, and write down your understanding of the historiographical “camps.” As you read primary 



sources, continue to do the paraphrase and raising questions process, and see if one source can 

answer questions raised for you by another.  Do you find that the primary sources support or 

undermine one or another historiographical stance? Think about method: Which scholars’ 

questions/arguments, approaches to using evidence, and ways of making arguments do you like? 

→ Hand in your reading journal. (I will give it back.) 

   

Week Five Nov 1: The Great After the Fact Bonanza 

Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, chapters 1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 

→Hand in 2-3 pages on your topic: your questions, sources, findings, plans. Include comments 

on which scholarly methods will let you say something that matters to you and to the field, which 

questions you care about are proving hard to answer, and how you will try to work around that.  

 

Week Six Nov 8: Setting the Scene (and Arguing) 

Susan Mann, “Scene-Setting: Writing Biography in Chinese History,” AHR 114.3(2009):631-39 

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (1983) 

Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre,” AHR 93:3 (1988): 553-603. 

Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame,” AHR 93:3 (1988): 553-571. 

→Hand in a timeline of major and minor events and dates of primary sources for your topic. 

 

Week Seven Nov 15: Language and Symbol 

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, Chapter 10 “‘The Linguistic Turn:’the End of 

History as a Scholarly Discipline?” 

Richard Rorty, “Postmodernist Bourgeois Liberalism” Journal of Philosophy 80 (1983):583-89   

Robert Darnton, “Workers’ Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of the Rue Saint-Severin,” in The 

Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History (1984): 75-104.    

Roger Chartier, “Text, Symbols, and Frenchness,” J. of Modern History 57 (1985): 682-695. 

→ Update your annotated bibliography: List, categorize into historiographical camps or 

otherwise, and explain your primary and secondary sources. What have you learned from each?    

 

Week Eight Nov 22: Writing History Despite Epistemic Despair  

Iggers, Historiography in the Twentieth Century, Chapter 11, “From the Perspective of the 

1990s,” Conclusion, and Epilogue. 

Gail Hershatter, “Introduction: Knowing and Remembering,” from Dangerous Pleasures: 

Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century Shanghai (1997), pp. 3-33. 

Sherry B. Ortner, “The Problem of ‘Women’ as an Analytic Category,” in Making Gender: The 

Politics and Erotics of Culture (1996): 116-138.  

→What is your updated research question? What is your answer now? (That’s your thesis.) 

 

Week Ten Dec 6: Moving on to Writing  

Marius, A Short Guide, Chapters 5 and 6 (writing)  

Model prospectuses from last year’s Honors Seminar, on course website. 

→ Prospectus (5-7 pages), including: research question, chronological and subject background, 

analytical review of the historiographical literature, significance of the question for the 

place-time, primary sources, method of using sources (mention specific exemplars from our or 

your reading), and thesis. If you are ready to outline the sections of your paper, you may.       

→ Plan ONE result, problem, very short text, or other aspect of your work to discuss with the class.  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1868103

