
BILD 96                    Biology Freshman Honors Seminar         Fall Quarter, 2018 

Mandy Butler, PhD       mabutler@ucsd.edu       Office hour 2:00 to 2:45 in York 2300 

 
Thursdays  3:00 pm -‐ 5:00 pm in York Hall 3010       

 
This course will help you to become more skillful in several different areas of scientific 
communication, including communicating with your peers and professors and communicating 
scientific information orally. Effective communication is CRITICAL to success in the biomedical 
sciences, and this class will improve your skills!  We will also hear from other students and 
faculty about their experiences at UCSD and learn how to get into a lab at UCSD or in the local 
biotech community. 
 

Date Topic How to prepare for class 

Sept 27 1. Introduction to class 

2. Types of written scientific 

articles 

Bring laptop if you have one  

Oct. 4 1. “Elevator pitch” on assigned 

Saltman Quarterly article 

2. Types of journal articles using 

PLOS Biology 

1. Prepare an approximately 6 sentence 

elevator pitch on you Saltman Quarterly 

article (see TritonEd for list) 

2. Bring laptop 

Oct. 11 

Note 

that this 

class 

will start 

at 3:30 

1. PLOS article discussion  

2. How to succeed at UCSD: tips 

from BSSA and Saltman 

Quarterly students 

1. Answer questions on Charismatic 

Animals article and be prepared to 

discuss. 

2. Bring to class at least one question for 

the student panel.  Some experienced 

biology students will be on hand to 

answer your questions. 

3. Attend an office hour of one of your profs 

or IAs.  Answer questions on survey 

sheet. Bring to class next week. 

Oct. 18 1. Graphs and tables 

2. Paper discussion  

3. Careers in Biology 

1. Bring answers to “Duodenal Infusion of 

Donor Feces for Recurrent Clostridium 

difficile” paper to class – see Tritoned for 

list of questions in Assignments folder 

2. Bring laptop to class 

Oct. 25 1. How to apply to do research in 

a lab and how to succeed once 

you are in 

2. Resources at UCSD 

1. Hermila Torres, Manager of the DOBio 

Center, and Dr. Kathleen French, 

Biological Sciences 

2. Bring answers to office hour assignment 

to class 



 

Nov. 1  1. What is Biotech? 

2. Powerpoint assignment in detail 

Dr. Art Levin, Executive Vice-President, 

Avidity Bioscience 

Nov. 8 1. How to find scientific literature 

2. Videos, podcasts, etc. 

1. Find a science video or podcast you 

thought interesting and well done.  Write 

a short description of the topic and be 

prepared to share it with the class. 

Nov.15 Power point presentations Choose one faculty member in Biology or at 

the med school whose research interests 

you.  Find references from their lab, and 

then construct a 5 to 7 minute talk about one 

of the main projects or areas of focus in that 

lab. The talk should be illustrated with no 

more than 4 or 5 Power Point slides. Either 

e-mail the file to me by 5 pm on 

Wednesday, November 14, or bring it on 

a functional flash drive. 

Nov. 29 Power point presentations cont. Same as for Nov. 15, but email me your 

presentation by Monday evening Nov. 28 

Dec. 6 Power point presentations cont. 

Wrap up and celebration 

 

 

NOTICE! There are no midterms or final exams in this course! Your grade will be based entirely 
on your participation in the class and on demonstrating what you have learned by completing all 
of the assignments. 
 
Each student is allowed one absence (for any reason), and an attendance sheet will be 
available at each meeting of the class. Please be SURE that you sign in at every class 
meeting. The attendance sheet is the official record that you were present. 
 


