
Econometrics 120A - Honors Section

The honors section for Econometrics 120A has two main objectives. First, we will read and analyze

different modern research articles in economics. These readings will provide us with examples of how the

tools taught in the 120 sequence are actually employed in practice. Second, we will build on the theoretical

tools discussed in the main 120A section and study aspects of statistics in more depth. Unlike the main

sections of Econ 120A, our class is small and class participation is both expected and highly encouraged.

Instructor Andres Santos (x42407) Email: a2santos@ucsd.edu

Economics #210 Office Hours: Fridays, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Meetings Tuesdays, 9:30am-10:20am in Sequoyah 244.

Course Outline

Part I: Basic Overview of Probability Theory and its nuances.

(09/27) Lecture 1: What is a Probability? Frequentists, Bayesians, and Subjectivists.

(10/04) Lecture 2: Why distinguish between discrete and continuous random variables?

Part II: We will cover a number of examples of applications of the tools learned in 120A, including:

experimental economics, natural experiments, and development economics.

(10/11) Lecture 3: “Friend or Foe?” by List.

(10/18) Lecture 4: “Winning Isn’t Everything: Corruption in Sumo Wrestling” by Duggan and Levitt.

(10/25) Lecture 5: “Institutional Corruption and Election Fraud: Evidence from a Field Experiment in

Afghanistan” by Callen and Long.

(11/01) Lecture 6: “Performance in Competitive Environments” by Gneezy, Niederle, and Rustichini.

(11/08) Lecture 7: “Cooperation in Public-Goods Experiments: Kindness or Confusion?” by Andreoni.

(11/15) Lecture 8: “Warm Glow vs. Cold Prickle” by Andreoni.

(11/22) Lecture 9: “Peer Effects and Alcohol Use Among College Students” by Kremer and Levy.

(11/29) Lecture 10: “Rotten Apples” by Jacobs and Levitt.
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Grading The final grade will be based on three components: (i) Class participation, (ii) Short Assignments,

and a (iii) Final paper. Below is a brief description of each.

(25%) Class Participation: Econ 120AH is a small class and class participation is expected and highly

encouraged. You will be expected to be familiar with the readings to be discussed in class (Lectures 3-10).

(25%) Short Assignments: For 3 out of the 8 class readings (Lectures 3-10) prepare a short report of the

assigned paper. The report should containing a brief summary and at least three comments or questions

regarding the analysis contained in the paper. The report should be at most one page in length and be

handed in at the start of lecture.

(50%) Final Paper: Write a paper discussing an academic article NOT read in class. You may select it

from those available in Ted, or you are welcome to comment on any other article you find of interest. If

you are looking for additional paper suggestions please let me know. The report should be 5-10 pages in

length and is due the last day of class (11/29).

Note: Even though a room is reserved, there will be no in-class final.

Webpage It can be found on Ted. All handouts and required reading will be posted here.
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