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ANTHROPOLOGY 2: Human Origins 
WLH 2005 MWF 11:00-11:50am 

Professor: Dr. Marni LaFleur 
Email: mlafleur@ucsd.edu 

Office: Social Sciences Building 293 
Office hours: M 2:00-3:00pm or by appointment 

 
Graduate Teaching Assistants:  
Ms. Kari Hanson; k1hanson@ucsd.edu 
Ms. Caroline Horton; cfhorton@ucsd.edu  
Please email Kari or Caroline if you’d like to meet with either of them.   
 
Podcasts of lectures will be available online. You can get information about subscribing and 
downloading podcasts at podcast.ucsd.edu 
 
Course materials and announcements will be place on TED http://ted.ucsd.edu/ 
 
Course overview: Human Origins is an introduction to human evolution course, from the 
perspective of physical anthropology, including evolutionary theory and the evolution of the 
primates, hominids, and modern humans. Emphasis is placed on evidence from fossil remains 
and behavioral studies of living primates. This is a SCIENCE course which will cover topics 
such as the scientific method, genetics, evolutionary theory, evolution within the primate order 
and variation within modern humans. In this course, you are required to memorize a significant 
amount of materials (e.g. genus, species and characteristics and locations of extinct and extant 
primates; human skeletal and tooth terminology, etc.), and also demonstrate comprehension of 
scientific and evolutionary processes as they pertain to biological anthropology.  
 
Text Books: 
R. Boyd & J.B. Silk (2011). How Humans Evolved, 6th edition. W. W. Norton & Company (B & 
S below).  
 
S.E. Walker (2010). Exploring Physical Anthropology: A Lab Manual and Workbook, Second 
Edition. Morton Publishing. 
 
P.F. Whitehead (2005). A Photographic Atlas for Physical Anthropology, Brief Edition. Morton 
Publishing. 
 
Classroom behavior:  
Electronic etiquette policy 
Please refrain from using laptop computers, tablets, phones, etc. during class. Even if you 
have the best of intentions and mean to only take notes on your computer, you are bound to 
multitask (i.e. check your email, tweet, buy shoes, look at cat videos, [or at least that is what I 
would do]). Your multitasking distracts you and those around you from the lecture, and it also 
distracts me. Research shows that students who use laptops/devices in class do poorer on course 
examinations, but so do students sitting near the laptop user, even if they themselves are not 
using a device (see http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254). I 
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find it very distracting too, as things like typing at the wrong time, looking in the wrong 
direction, or madly texting away are all obvious signs that you are not engaged with the class. If 
for some reason you legitimately need to use an electronic device during class, please talk to me 
about it outside of class. And last, if you simply cannot do without your device for the 50 minute 
class period, I ask that you sit in the back two rows of the room. If I see you sitting elsewhere 
using a device, I will ask you to move to ensure that those around you are not distracted by your 
behavior. Thank you in advance for understanding.  
 
Coming into and leaving class 
Please try to be on time. If you can’t be at class when it starts, please come in quietly and try not 
to be disruptive. Also, PLEASE try not to start rustling around and packing up before class is 
over. This drives me bonkers. In return, I promise not to hold you captive or go overtime.  
 
Academic Integrity  
The office of Academic Integrity provides guidance for students and faculty. The following is 
taken from the Office’s website (https://students.ucsd.edu/academics/academic-
integrity/index.html): 

“All suspicions of academic misconduct will be reported to the Academic Integrity Office 
according to university policy. Academic misconduct is not just blatant cheating (e.g., copying 
off another student during an exam), but what you might have thought of as "minor cheating" in 
high school, for example: copying other students' papers or homework; copying or using old 
papers/report; working with others on individual assignments; forgetting to cite material you 
took from an outside resource; turning in work completed in total or part by another. The Policy 
on Integrity of Scholarship (academicintegrity.ucsd.edu) and this syllabus list some of the 
standards by which you are expected to complete your academic work, but your good ethical 
judgment (or asking me for advice) is also expected as we cannot list every behavior that is 
unethical or not in the spirit of academic integrity. 

Those students found to have committed academic misconduct will face administrative sanctions 
imposed by their college Dean of Student Affairs and academic sanctions imposed by me. The 
standard administrative sanctions include: the creation of a disciplinary record (which will be 
checked by graduate and professional schools); disciplinary probation; and attendance at an 
Academic Integrity Seminar (at a cost of $75). Students can also face suspension and dismissal 
from the University; those sanctions are not at my discretion. Academic sanctions can range 
from an F on the assignment to an F in the class. The appropriate sanctions are determined by the 
egregiousness of the Policy violation. Students who assist in or are complicit with cheating could 
also be in violation of the Policy. Thus, students who become aware of their peers either 
facilitating academic misconduct or committing it should report their suspicions to me for 
investigation.” 

In order to avoid lengthy sanctions with the office of Academic Integrity, please just hand in 
your own work from lab/discussion sections and use no aids during examinations (i.e. notes, 
your neighbor’s exam, your cell phone, etc.).  
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Grades:  
Your grade will be based on your discussion (also called lab) participation and assignments, two 
in-class exams, and a final exam. Assignments are either due at the end of the lab period or 24 
hours after the lab period. Your instructor will make this clear at the start of the lab period. No 
late assignments will be accepted. There will be no make-up assignments or exams. The only 
potential extra credit is a 3% bump in your final grade if you complete all 7 labs and hand in all 
assignments on time. 
 
The grade percentage breakdown is as follows: 
Lab attendance, participation and on-time assignments (7): 20%  
(Complete all 7 labs and get a 3% bump!) 
Exam 1: Monday October 20; 20%  
Exam 2: Monday Nov 10; 20%  
Final Exam: Tuesday Dec 16, 2014; 11:30am-2:30pm; 40%  
 
Lab (Discussion) Sections: 
There are four lab periods to choose from, but space is limited. After the first day of class, I will 
send out an electronic sign-up sheet from which you can choose a lab section. If the section you 
want is full, you will have to choose another section.  
 
Section times and locations are: 
A01 M 12:00-12:50pm WLH 2112 
A02 M 1:00-1:50pm WLH 2112 

A03 W 1:00-1:50pm SEQUO 147 
A04 W 2:00-2:50pm SEQUO 147 

 
There will be 7 labs throughout the quarter. You can miss one lab in the term without penalty. 
That means that the remaining 6 labs are each worth 3.3% of your final grade. In order to get full 
marks for the week’s lab you must:  

1) be prepared for lab (i.e. read over the lab material before coming to the lab section, bring 
your lab book),  

2) attend your lab section,  
3) sign in with your instructor,  
4) participate in the laboratory activities and/or discussion, and  
5) hand in your assignment within the time frame specified by your instructor (either at the 

end of the lab period or up to 24 hours after your lab section).  
You must attend the lab in order to get credit for the assignment. Late assignments will not 
be accepted. If you miss handing in an assignment, don’t sweat it too much, as it equals less 
than 2% of your final grade. However, these points do add up, so it is worth attending lab and 
handing in assignments on time!  

 
Exams: 

• Exams will be in class, and are closed book. They will be a combination of multiple 
choice/fill in the blank/ T-F type questions and short answer questions. 

• You may not use any electronic devices during exams.  
• You will need a green scantron sheet.  
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Midterm exam 1 (Oct 20) will cover the material we have covered in class up until then. 
Midterm exam 2 (Nov 10) will cover the material we covered after midterm exam 1 and up until 
the second exam.  
 
The final exam will be cumulative although weighted towards the material covered after the 
second midterm exam. If you score higher on the final exam than either of the two in-quarter 
exams, I will happily replace the lower exam score with the higher exam score. The final exam 
will be the most challenging and cumulative, but if you work hard, this could pay off.  
 
Exams will be taken only in the dates/times scheduled. No make-up exams will be considered 
except in the case of documented unavoidable absence (e.g. police report from car accident, note 
from doctor, etc.).    
 
Return of exams/assignments 
I will not discuss grades in any way on the day that the examinations or assignments are returned 
to you. If you don’t understand or have questions about your grade, please wait 24 hours and 
then send an email to me describing the situation. We can then arrange to discuss the issue.  
 
Tentative LAB Schedule 
Week Lab dates Topics Pre-Lab Reading Walker-Pacheco 
0 None   
1 Oct 6 OR 

Oct 8 
Physical Anthropology as a 
science; AND 
The Double Helix 

Chapter 1 
 
Chapter 3 

2 Oct 13 OR  
Oct 15 

Inheritance; AND 
The Major Forces of 
Evolution 

Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 

3 None   
4 Oct 27 OR 

Oct 29 
The bones within us Chapter 7 

5 Nov 3 OR 
Nov 5 

The bones within us, part 2 Chapter 10 

6 None   
7 Nov 17 OR 

Nov 19 
Who’s in our family? Chapter 13 

8 Nov 24 OR 
Nov 26 

The genus Homo Chapter 14 

9 Dec 1 OR  
Dec 3 

Modern human biological 
variation 

Chapter 15 

10 None   
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Tentative LECTURE Schedule:  
Week Begins Number 

of class 
periods 

Topics Readings  
(Boyd & Silk) 

First class Friday October 3 
 0 Sept 29 

 
1 Syllabus; 

What is biological anthropology? 
 

1 Oct 6 3 Scientific method  
Evolution 1: Adaptation by natural selection 
Evolution 2: Genetics 

 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 

2 Oct 13 3 Evolution 3: The Modern Synthesis 
Evolution 4: Speciation and Phylogeny 

Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 

3 Oct 20 2 + 
exam 

Monday Oct 20, Exam 1 
Primates 1: diversity and ecology 

 
Chapter 5 

4 Oct 27 3 Primates 2: mating systems 
Primates 3: cooperation 

Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 

5 Nov 3 3 Primates 4: life history and intelligence 
Primates 5: the Anthropocene 

Chapter 8  
Supplementary 

6 Nov 10 2 + 
exam 

Monday Nov 10, Exam 2 
History of humans 1: tree shrew to ape 

 
Chapter 9 

7 Nov 17 3 History of humans 2: Hominoid to Hominin 
History of humans 3: Oldowan toolmakers and the 
origin of human life history 

Chapter 10 
Chapter 11 
 

8 Nov 24 2  History of humans 4: Hominin to Homo 
No class on Friday Nov 28 

Chapter 12 

9 Dec 1 3 History of humans 5: Homo sapiens and the origin 
of modern human behavior 
Evolution and Modern humans 1: genetic and 
behavioral variation 

Chapter 13 
 
Chapter 14-15 

10 Dec 8 3 Evolution and Modern humans 2: “Race” 
Evolution and Modern humans 3: LGBTQQ 

Supplementary 

Final Exam: Tuesday Dec 16, 2014, 11:30am-2:30pm, location TBD 
 

Good luck with the quarter! 


